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A FEW BY WAY OF 

REVIEW.
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The Civil War was devastating: 
610,000 killed and over 400,000 

wounded. Reconstruction 
would take more than a 

generation and reconciliation 
would take more than a 

century.
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Earl West, Vol. II

“The cessation of war usually 
brings as many problems as it  
settles, and this was certainly 
the case of the war between 
the states. Probably the nation 
had never seen a period when 
she was more demoralized
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Earl West, Vol. II

than in those first few years 
after this conflict. The South 
was beaten and suffering 

badly. Her fields were without 
crops, her cities for the most 
part lay in shambles; her youth 
lay dead on the battlefields;
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Earl West, Vol. II

her uncultured slaves were 
now free, some arrogantly 

defying their former masters, 
and creating strong resentment 
against the black race. It was a 
picture of desolation and ruin, 

the like of which no
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Earl West, Vol. II

section of the nation had ever 
seen. The industrial North fared 

much better, but with the 
assassination of president 

Lincoln, found it hard to control 
animosity against the South, 
even though few southerners
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Earl West, Vol. II

welcomed the news of 
Lincoln’s death. Inflation, 

hunger, hatred, rapacity- these 
swept over the country. The 

whole nation was enveloped in 
a cloud of gloom. Just what the 
result would be, nobody really 

knew. 11



Earl West, Vol. II

Wise observers have pointed 
out that the political climate of 
a nation reflects itself in the 
condition of the church. 

Certainly the condition of the 
country in those first years 

following the close of the Civil
12



Earl West, Vol. II

War was reflected in the 
church. Probably the 

restoration movement knew no 
days of greater conflict than it 

was now to see. The 
controversies over 

instrumental music and the
13



Earl West, Vol. II

missionary society now 
began to rage, picking up 

momentum with the passing of 
years. Many brethren 

attempted to walk cautiously, 
fanning the flames as little as 

possible.” Pp-1,2,3. 
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BEN FRANKLIN 1859

“It is now wisely discovered that the 
terms of pardon laid down in the 
New Testament, as advocated, 
propagated, and defended with 
such unprecedented success by 
the Disciples, for the last thirty 
years, as one man expressed it,
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BEN FRANKLIN 1859

‘have rendered us ridiculous in the 
eyes of the world,’ and we must 
‘go on to perfection.’ But where 
have these men gone to, in ‘going 
on to perfection?’ Some of them 
have gone so far as to reach the 
silly, anti-evangelical practice of 
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BEN FRANKLIN 1859

praying for the conversion of 
sinners at the mourner’s bench! 
Others of them have progressed 
so far as to make the remarkable 

discovery that the voice of 
conscience is the voice of God. 

Again, it has been discovered that  
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BEN FRANKLIN 1859

man can not believe the testimony 
of God till the Spirit quickens him 
and gives him life. It is again 

maintained that men in our time 
speak by inspiration, and that 

miracles should be performed in 
the church! What use have such 
men as these for the Bible?”West, p-346 
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PROBLEMS

“In December, 1861 in the Millennial 
Harbinger and the American 
Christian Review there arose 

another controversy that might be 
taken as a symptom. This 

particular discussion, more than 
anything up to date, showed
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PROBLEMS

particularly the different attitudes 
that brethren had toward the 

Bible. The subject matter under 
discussion was, ‘Communion with 
the Sects,’ but the basic attitude 
the whole discussion revealed was 
the underlying conception which
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PROBLEMS

various men had of the church, 
and toward the Bible as the proper 
guide in all matters of faith and 

practice.” West, p-347

Isaac Errett (Preacher in Michigan and 
Corresponding Secretary for the ACMS) wrote 

his opinion on this issue.
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ISAAC ERRETT  1861

“Errett laid down four propositions:          

1) In primitive times all who 
partook of the Lord’s Supper were 

immersed believers.

2) Corruption had crept into the 
church because of Popery and 

have scattered the people of God 
into various sects.
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ISAAC ERRETT  1861

“Errett laid down four propositions:

3) Our plea is for a reunion of the 
people of God. While our plea does 
not recognize these sects as of 
divine origin, yet it recognizes a 
people of God among them.
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ISAAC ERRETT  1861

“Errett laid down four propositions:

4) We are compelled, therefore, to 
recognize as Christians many who 
have been in error on baptism, but 
who in the spirit of obedience are 

Christians indeed.” West, p-347

31



CONTROVERSY

“George Elly of Kentucky clings 
tenaciously to the principle that in 
New Testament times, only those 
who were Christians had been 

immersed. What right, then, do we 
have to declare that men today 

can be Christians without
32



CONTROVERSY

immersion, as Errett and Pendleton 
were declaring. Can these men 
claim they are restoring the 

primitive order of things and at the 
same time set aside the primary 

necessity of the act of 
immersion?” George Elly, MH, 1862
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CONTROVERSY

“The controversy ran for not less 
than two years, and at times 

became bitter. Before it had run its 
course the whole question of the 
‘pious unimmersed’ received a 

through discussion. Could a pious 
man, who had not been immersed, 

be saved eternally?” West, p-34834



CONTROVERSY

“Isaac Errett and W.K. Pendleton 
proved themselves to be true 

prophets of liberalism. While they 
agreed that no man was a 

Christian in New Testament times 
without immersion, yet we live in  
different times, times when we are 
compelled to admit that the good35



CONTROVERSY

pious men in all sects are 
Christians. It is not at all difficult to 
see why certain brethren thought 
of them as completely departing 
from apostolic grounds. They 
admitted it took immersion in 

primitive times to make Christians. 
Why not now?” West, p-349 36



CONTROVERSY

“In years to come, a large host of 
liberal brethren were to adopt the 

idea that baptism was not 
essential to salvation. All it took to 
be a Christian was to have a pious 
character. Either immersion was 
essential to salvation or it was not.
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CONTROVERSY

If pious character was all that was 
necessary, why not abandon this 
thing of telling men to be baptized 

‘for the remission of sins,’
especially when they could secure 
this remission by having only good 

pious character?” West, p-350
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LORD’S SUPPER

Isaac Errett wrote, “Our practice, 
therefore, is neither to invite nor 

reject particular classes of 
persons, but to spread the table in 

the name of the Lord, for the 
Lord’s people, and allow all to 
come who will, each on his own 

responsibility.” MH, 1861  39



LORD’S SUPPER

“From a practical point of view 
Errett’s conclusion on this point 

has been followed by the churches 
of Christ down through the years, 
viz., they neither invite nor reject 
others from coming. God has not 
made the church a police force to 
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LORD’S SUPPER

guard the Lord’s table from the 
unimmersed. The whole tenor of 
the New Testament teaching is 
each man partaking of the 

communion to examine himself. 
Self-examination is the 

prerequisite for participation.    
West, p-350 41
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CONTROVERSY

“During these Civil War years, and 
particularly while Errett was in 
Detroit, his liberal attitude 

appeared. He had been laying the 
groundwork for the one-man 
pastor system in the MH. He 
carefully, however, avoided 
dissention.” West, Vol. II, p-27 43



CONTROVERSY

“Also while in Detroit, Errett 
secured a name-plate to put over 
his office door. On it was engraved 
the words, ‘Rev. I. Errett.’ At this 
early stage in the restoration 

movement it was enough to shock 
the brotherhood.” West, p-28
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JUSTIFICATION-REVEREND

“It is coming to be more and more 
widely understood that the 

Savior’s words do not prohibit the 
use of any designation which 

simply makes known the fact that 
the man to whom it is applied is a 
preacher. It is distinctions among 

45



JUSTIFICATION-REVEREND

preachers- the acceptance of high 
sounding titles which elevate the 

parties above their brother 
ministers- that the divine word 
seems to forbid. The word 

Reverend before a man’s name is 
universally understood to indicate
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JUSTIFICATION-REVEREND

simply that he is a minister of the 
gospel. It bears no significance of 
personal superiority or official 

eminence.”
J. S. Lamar, Memoirs of Isaac Errett, p-278

“Holy and reverend is his name.”
(Psa. 111:9) 47



JUSTIFICATION-REVEREND

Matt. 23:8 “But you are not to be 
called ‘Rabbi,’ for you only have 

one Master and you are all 
brothers. 9 And do not call anyone 
on earth ‘father,’ for you have one 
Father, and he is in heaven.” (NIV)
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CONTROVERSY

“On April 7, 1866, the first issue of 
the Christian Standard came from 
the press. Isaac Errett was the 
editor. J.S. Lamarr wrote, ‘There 
were several weeklies, also, 
among them the ‘Review’ and 

‘Gospel Advocate,’ but these were 
not satisfactory. 49



CONTROVERSY

They were regarded as being 
narrow in their views in many 
respects, hurtful rather than 

helpful in the great cause which 
they assumed to represent. The 
great truth for whose defense the 
Disciples are set, demanded a 

wiser, sweeter, better advocacy.”
West, p-30 50



CONTROVERSY
“They are partial to the ‘pious’ in 

other sects; yet they pounce 
unmercifully upon the faults of 
their own brethren. They appear 
doubtful that their brethren are 
right in anything. They claim to 
have made greater progress in 
spirituality; in the inner life, and 
the secret walks with God.”

Moses Lard, 1869 51



CONTROVERSY

“Ben Franklin admits that 
‘progress’ is a good word but he 
expressed a fear that brethren 

misunderstood it. These who cried 
for ‘progress’ showed an extreme 
dislike for a ‘Thus saith the Lord’

and for a ‘It is written,’ said 
Franklin. 52



CONTROVERSY

He agreed that men needed 
progress in knowledge, but he 

called upon these men to 
distinguish between progress and 
apostasy. He also pointed out that 
those who advocated progress 
would do well to improve upon 

their tempers.” West, p-145 53
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

“That ‘Our Societies” are falling into 
disesteem is evident from the fact 

that Presidents, Boards and 
Secretaries everywhere, last fall, 
filled their annual addresses and 
reports with defenses and excuses 

for failure.
55



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY

Let them go. The Gospel was 
preached before them, during 
their existence in spite of them, 

and will be preached after they are 
dead.”

Joseph Franklin, American Christian Review, 1867
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THE ISSUES

“The first charge that was hurled 
against the Society was that it was 
a substitute for the church. The 

Society had no divine authority for 
its existence; it owed its inception 
to human wisdom and human 
opinions. Whereas God left the 
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THE ISSUES

evangelizing of the world to local 
churches scattered throughout the 
world, the Missionary Society was, 
in effect, a substitute for God’s 
plan. It implied an imperfection in 
the divine plan and suggested that 
human wisdom could improve 

upon divine.” West, p-57 58
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L. L. Pinkerton, 1860

Writing to the American Review, 
“So far as known to me, or, I 
presume to you, I am the only 
preacher in Kentucky of our 
brotherhood who has publicly 
advocated the propriety of 

employing instrumental music
62



L. L. Pinkerton, 1860

in some churches, and that the 
church of God at Midway is the 
only church that has yet made a 
decided effort to introduce it. The 

calls for your opinion, it is 
probable, came from these 

regions.”
63



MIDWAY, KENTUCKY 1860

“The introduction of the instrument 
owed its inception to the 
deplorable singing the 

congregation did. The singing had 
degenerated into screeching and 
brawling that would, as Pinkerton 
said, ‘scare even the rats from
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MIDWAY, KENTUCKY 1860

worship.’ At first it was suggested 
that a meeting be held on Saturday 

night to practice the songs. 
Shortly afterwards, someone 

brought in a melodeon to be used 
in getting the right pitch. Before 
long, one of the sisters was
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MIDWAY, KENTUCKY 1860

accompanying the singing with her 
playing on the melodeon. The 

group observed that the effect of 
the use of the melodeon was good 

on the singing, and so it was 
decided to try to use the 

instrument on the Lord’s Day 
worship.” West, Vol. I, p-311 66



THE CONTROVERSY

“After the war, the practice of using 
the instrument in worship was 

gradually increasing, and in almost 
every case where it was brought 

into the worship, a serious 
eruption was occasioned. But as 
yet, the instrument was not being
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THE CONTROVERSY

introduced at a very rapid pace. In 
the spring of 1868 Ben Franklin 
hazarded the guess that there 

were ten thousand congregations 
in the brotherhood and not over 

fifty of them had used the 
instrument in worship.” West, p-81
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THE J USTIFICATION

“Advocates of the instrument 
frequently, when and if they 

believed the written word upheld 
the instrument, referred to the Old 
Testament Scriptures. McGarvey, 
as well as many other pioneers, 
saw that the very fact that the
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THE JUSTIFICATION

church, when established, rejected 
the Jewish worship of the Old 

Testament, was proof enough that 
the instrument was not suited to 
the worship in the church. The 

worship of the Jews was 
particularly fitted for the 
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THE JUSTIFICATION

economy under which they lived. 
Their worship consisted of offering 
sacrifices, ceremonial washings, 

burning of incense, and the 
instruments of music, among other 
things. The church, on the other 
hand, is the realization of an
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THE JUSTIFICATION

entirely different economy, fully 
spiritual in scope. Here God chose 
a worship where the worshipper, 

directly from the heart, 
worshipped the Lord without the 
aid of incense, animal sacrifice or 

mechanical instruments.”
West, Vol. I, p-314 73



THE JUSTIFICATION

“The apology chiefly used for 
introducing the instrument was the 

rapidly changing world. The 
frontier had pushed on westward; 
larger cities were growing up in 

the mid-west. Science was making 
new discoveries. The train was
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THE JUSTIFICATION

increasing its speed and efficiency, 
tying the country closer together. 
New standards were arising, and 
consequently, society was raising 
its requirements. Some felt that a 
worship without an instrument was 

all right in a society that was
75



THE JUSTIFICATION

accustomed only to the 
backwoods, but new standards of 
respectability were now set up, 

and the church, to be progressive, 
must meet these new standards.”

West, p-83
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THE JUSTIFICATION

In the 20th century, the main 
argument for the use of 

instrumental music in the worship 
service, was that it was nothing 

more than an ‘aid,’much like song 
books, pews, buildings, etc..
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THE JUSTIFICATION

But an aid is something that 
assists in carrying out a command 
without changing the element. 

Instrumental music is recognized 
as a different element from               

a capella singing.  
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THE JUSTIFICATION

Another argument of the 20th

century is that the verb psallo in 
Eph. 5:19 means “to twitch, to 
pluck, to twang,” and therefore 
authorizes an instrument. But in 
that verse the instrument is 

named- “pluck the heartstrings.”
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“This question of instrumental 
music is becoming a serious one. 
There are many who favor it, and 
who will listen to no argument 

against it. By the cry of progress 
and conformity, it is making its way 
over the heads and hearts of many 
of our best brethren and sisters.”

J. W. McGarvey, MH, 1868 
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J. B. Briney, 1870

“All of our brethren who favor the 
use of the organ, and some of 

those opposed to it, say that this 
must not be made a test of 

fellowship. Did these brethren 
ever seriously ask themselves this 
question- who is it that makes the
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J. B. Briney, 1870

organ a test of fellowship? The 
New Testament Scriptures know 
nothing of the organ.- They are 
silent here. Our consciences will 
not allow us to worship with the 
new element. The others say, ‘We 

have the majority. This is a  
83



J. B. Briney, 1870

question of expediency, and in all 
such questions the majority rule.’
The minority reply, ‘You can give 
neither precept nor example for 
the use of the instrument. We 

desire to live in fellowship with the 
congregation in which we have

84



J. B. Briney, 1870

seen so many happy days, but we 
cannot do it if you bring in the new 
item of worship. We regard it as 
unauthorized and corrupting; as 

calculated to carnalize the 
worship.’ But, say the majority, 
‘We have determined to use the

85



J. B. Briney, 1870

instrument, and you can either 
accept that or withdraw from the 
congregation.’ Here, now, is a new 
test of fellowship. Who has made 

it?”
Apostolic Times, Sept., 1870 
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ROBERT RICHARDSON, 1868

“As it regards the use of musical 
instruments in church worship, the 
case is wholly different (from prayer).
There can never be a question of 
expediency, for the simple reason 
that there is no law prescribing or 
authorizing it. If it were anywhere
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ROBERT RICHARDSON, 1868

said in the New Testaments that 
Christians should use instruments, 
then it would become a question of 

expediency what kind of 
instruments were to be used, 
whether an organ or melodeon, 
the ‘loud sounding cymbals,’
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ROBERT RICHARDSON, 1868

or the ‘light guitar’; whether it 
should cost $ 50 or $ 500 or              

$ 1,000, and what circumstances 
should regulate the performance.”

West, p-91
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THE REBUTTAL

“What defense can be urged for the 
introduction into some of our 
congregations of instrumental 
music? The answer which 

thunders into my ear from every 
page of the New Testament, is 
nonenonenonenone. Did Christ ever appoint it?
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THE REBUTTAL

Did the apostles ever sanction it? 
Did any one of the primitive 

churches ever use it? Never. In 
what light then, must we view him 
who attempts to introduce it into 
the churches of Christ of the 
present day? I answer, as an
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THE REBUTTAL

insulter of the authority of Christ, 
and as a defiant and impious 
innovator in the simplicity and 
purity of the ancient worship.”

Moses E. Lard, Lards Quarterly, 1864
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ROBERT RICHARDSON 1868

“The introduction of a musical 
instrument into a church is a 

triumph of the sensualsensualsensualsensual over the 
spiritualspiritualspiritualspiritual. The innovation once 
affected, the sensual seeks to 

justify the act by plausibilities, as 
any error may be sustained, and to 
trust in Christian forbearance of
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ROBERT RICHARDSON 1868

those who are unconvinced, until 
the habit of hearing the instrument 

shall at length silence their 
scruples. There will be no joy, 

when the soothing strains of music 
are employed, not to admonish or 
enlighten, but to put to sleep the 

guardian of the soul.”
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JAMES A. HARDING, 1885

“The First Church at Louisville 
determined to use an organ in 
worship. A number of the 

members, some of them among 
the oldest and best, could not 

agree to this. They could not use 
the organ in the worship without 
doing that which they believe
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JAMES A. HARDING, 1885

to be presumptuously wicked. In 
this they agree with many of the 
most pious and learned among all 
religious people who claim to be 
guided by the New Testament. But 

the majority of this church 
deliberately kicked these excellent 

people out of their number by
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JAMES A. HARDING, 1885

bringing in the organ anyhow. The 
majority does not claim that the 

organ is necessary to the worship; 
it does not claim that the organ 
was used in apostolic times; it 

merely claims that it will make the 
music sound better; for the sake of 

having their ears tickled with
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JAMES A. HARDING, 1885

a pleasant sound, they drove out 
the most excellent members; for 
the sake of a ‘box of whistles’ they 
cut themselves off from a number 
of God’s faithful children. The 
majority in the First Church of 

Louisville caused division contrary 
to the doctrine of Christ.”

Gospel Advocate
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POSTMODERNISM

In their book, Together Again 
(Leafwood Publishers, 2006), Rick Atchley 
and Bob Russell argue that, since 
instruments of music were used in 
the worship of the Temple and will 

be used in heaven (Rev. 5:8), “It 
seems unreasonable that Jesus 

would 105



POSTMODERNISM

have intended the silence of the 
New Testament regarding the use 
of instruments to be prohibitive.”
They believe that since the New 
Testament does not clearly 

condemn the use of instruments, it 
remains a matter of opinion and 
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POSTMODERNISM

should not be used as basis for 
judging a brother or a practice and 

should be permitted by the 
freedom we have in Christ.

However, the Scriptures are very 
specific on the type of music (“in the 
chapel”) we are to use in our worship 

to God. (Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16) 107
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The irate customer called the 
newspaper office and loudly 

demanded to know where her Sunday 
edition was.                                            

“Ma’am,” said the employee, “today is 
Saturday. The Sunday paper is not 

delivered until Sunday.                                
There was quite a pause on the other 
end of the phone, followed by a ray of 

recognition.                                               
“I’ll bet that’s why no one was in 

church today too.” 114


