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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

“The activities of the American 

Christian Missionary Society 

forms an integral part of the 

historical data on the restoration 

movement for those years before 

and during the (Civil) war. It is of 

little concern whether one 

agrees with the existence of the6



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

Society or not; still it is a 

historical fact that the Society 

did exist and that it carried on 

certain activities which form a 

vital part of the study of the 

restoration. West, p-214
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

“It may be seen that one of the 

strongest objections, voiced 

from many quarters to the 

Society, was the fact that 

membership was made 

contingent upon the payment of 

specified amounts of money. 

Some argued that this would8



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

immediately make it impossible 

for either the Lord or His 

apostles to have belonged to the 

Society since ‘silver and gold 

had they none.’ This particular 

objection to the Society was to 

be a source of worry for many 

years to come.” West, p-200 9



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

Paraphrasing statements from a 

meeting held in 1850 in Caroline 

County, Virginia: The principle of 
membership is based upon 

dollars…They admit Christians, 
Jews and infidels as long as they 

pay their dues. West
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

“The church, as we have often 

said, is Heaven’s missionary 

society to a suffering world, and 

the ministers commissioned, 

sent out and supported by the 

church, are God’s missionaries 

to call sinners to life. 
11



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

We have not been able to see the 

necessity of a missionary society 

beyond the church.”

Tolbert Fanning, Gospel Advocate, 1857
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

“Thus we bring to a close the early 

objections raised against the 

American Christian Missionary 

Society and all human 

organizations. It will be noticed 

that these objections fell into 

three classifications.
13



AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

The first of these was based upon 

the Society’s method of 

membership, viz, making 

membership depend upon the 

payment of stipulated amounts of 

money.
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

The second of these stemmed 

from the potential danger of the 

Society infringing upon the 

independence of a local 

congregation.  
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AMERICAN CHRISTIAN 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY        

The third objection came from the 

conviction that human 

organizations were unauthorized 

in the scriptures, and therefore, 

were unscriptural.” West, p-212
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BACON COLLEGE

Bacon College was established in 

Georgetown, Kentucky in 1836 

and was the first of the colleges in 

the brotherhood. Later it was 

moved to Harrodsburg, Kentucky, 

and still later, in 1859, became 

Kentucky University. The first 

President was Robert Milligan. 21



BETHANY COLLEGE

The charter for the College was 

procured by John C. Campbell for 

the Virginia State Legislature in 

the winter of 1840.Alexander was 

the first President and classes 

began on October 21, 1841. 

“Regulations for the students were 

very strict.” 22



BETHANY COLLEGE

“Many a parent has decided to send 

her wayward child to a ‘Christian 

College’ with the hope he would be 

changed. But many other parents 

with many other wayward children 

had the same idea. These soon got 

together in their 
23



BETHANY COLLEGE

wayward acts and the result has 

been that the college received a 

bad reputation over it. Campbell 

wrote, ‘Some, it would seem, have 

either wholly mistaken the 

character of their sons or the 

character and intentions of our 

institution. They seem to have  24



BETHANY COLLEGE

regarded it as a sort of 

penitentiary institution, to which 

youth of either doubtful or 

desperate character may be sent 

in the hope of reformation.’
West, p-278

(Modern day Presidents can 

sympathize with Campbell.)
25



FRANKLIN COLLEGE

Franklin College, located six miles 

southeast of Nashville, Tennessee 

was created by Tolbert Fanning in 

1844. The first classes began on 

January 1, 1845. “In certain 

respects Franklin College was 

unlike any other school. Fanning 

divided education into physical,26



FRANKLIN COLLEGE

moral and intellectual. His ideal 

was to combine all three. For the 

intellectual the regular college 

courses gave this education. The 

Bible furnished the moral, and the 

word of God was regularly studied. 

But in addition, every boy who 

attended the College spent a  27



FRANKLIN COLLEGE

portion of each day working on a 

farm, which was run in connection 

with the school. This supplied the 

physical education. Still in another 

respect was the college different. 

It had no endowment, (just tuition) 

wanted none and argued against 

them. 28



FRANKLIN COLLEGE

Campbell wrote, ‘Not a college in 
the world has existed one century 
without endowment, nor can they.’
(Alexander Campbell, Our Colleges, MH 1846) 

The average enrollment for the 

first four years was 130.  From its 

humble beginning in 1845 until the 

opening of the war the college
29



FRANKLIN COLLEGE

exerted great influence in the 

south.” West, p-284

War came in 1861 and the students 

left to serve in the armed forces. 

For the next months, the soldiers 

of first the south and then the 

north used the campus for 

barracks. 30
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Upstairs: classrooms & dormitory.

Downstairs: living quarters for S.C. Garner family.
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Nineteen students + family to feed!
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THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

“Never had the nation faced a 

greater peril than it did through 

that decade from 1855 to 

1865…The attempt to reconstruct 

the story of what took place among 

the churches of the restoration 

movement during this period 
65



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

can only be summarily told, for the 

reason that our sources are too 

inadequate. How, in a material 

way, did the war affect the 

members of the church? To what 

extent did they take part, and to 

what extent did they suffer?
66



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

What were the issues raised by the 

war and what position did the 

brethren take on them? Many 

members of the church fought in 

the war on both sides. The names 

of some who did can be known, but 

most will remain to us unknown.
67



REASONS FOR THE WAR

1) States rights (voluntary).

2) Economics                           

(manufacturing vs. agriculture)

3) Slavery                                        

(plantation vs immigration). 68



CAUSALTIES

CIVIL WAR

NORTH- 22 states, 22 mil. Pop.              

2.2 mil soldiers, 360,000 killed

SOUTH- 11 states, 9 mil. Pop.    

750,000 soldiers, 250,000 killed

Total dead & wounded= 1.1 million. 
Encarta
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CAUSALTIES

COMPARISON

WWI- 4,355,000 soldiers,               

126,000 dead, 234,300 wounded

WWII- 16,353,750 soldiers          

405,500 dead, 671,750 wounded
(Russia- 20 mil, 13,600,000 dead) Encarta
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THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

In both North and South, members 

of the church joined up with 

excitement. Preachers of the 

restoration stepped down out of 

the pulpit and joined the cause of 

both sections. Young men in ‘our 

colleges’ left school to join the 

army of their respective sections.  71



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

“In Franklin College W.D. Carnes 

fought frantically to keep the issue 

of war out of the classroom. When, 

however, Lincoln issued the first 

call for volunteers, almost the 

whole student body left school to 

join the Confederates, many of
72



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

whom never came back. Carnes 

closed the school and went back 

to Pikeville.” West, p-325

Texas and Arkansas thought the 

war would not touch their borders, 

but when it did, it hit the church 

there as much as anywhere.
73



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

“Some of the boys (Arkansas 

College), fought for the Union and 

some for the South. When the last 

gun of war was fired, many of this 

same group were sleeping silently 

on the battlefields from Gettysburg 

to Prairie Grove.” West, p-325
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THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

B.F. Hall was a preacher in Texas. 

He was a Chaplin in a regiment of 

Texas Rangers under General 

McCulloch. “Before the battle of 

Pea Ridge, when the Confederate 

Army was encamped at 

Fayetteville, Arkansas, William 
75



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

Baxter and Robert Graham decided 

to pay a visit to Hall and talk to 

him. Never was any visit regretted 

so much. Hall had changed 

completely. He was advocating 

strongly the Southern cause and, 

all in all, acted more like a fiend
76



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

than a Christian gentleman. He 

rode a fine mule, and had a 

splendid rifle, and expressly 

requested of all friends that if a 

‘Yankee’ appeared, please let him 

get his share. Hall mentioned not 

one word about the church.”
West, p-326 77



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

“In 1860, the brotherhood of those 

dedicated to restoring New 

Testament Christianity was 

composed of 829 churches in the 

South and 1,241 churches in the 

North. During the previous decade 

the Restoration Movement had
78



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

been the fastest growing religious 

body in the nation. The Civil War 

provided a crucial test for this 

Movement, which originally was 

inspired by a dream of religious 

unity.”
Allen Isbell, War and Conscience, p-179
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THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

“And so went the war! Men 

everywhere were affected by it. 

Churches in some places divided; 

others became discouraged and 

ceased to meet. The condition of 

the churches in Kentucky may 

best be seen in a report sent to
81



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

The general convention of the 

Missionary Society in October, 

1862 by J.W. McGarvey. McGarvey 

wrote: ‘But a storm of human 
passion, seldom equaled in the 
history of our sinful world, is 
raging around us, and we have

82



THE CHURCH DURING THE WAR

been swept into hopeless apostasy; 
the zeal of many has been chilled; 
distrust prevails among many who 
were once bosom friends; the 
evangelical labors of nearly all 
have been much contracted; 

churches languish; congregations 
dwindle…” West, p-329 83
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CAN A CHRISTIAN GO TO WAR?

“Thus we see two sides of an issue. 
Both sides admitted that war was 

an evil. The question of whether a 

Christian could engage in this evil 

practice was seen differently. 

Those who felt that it was 

allowable for a Christian to 
87



CAN A CHRISTIAN GO TO WAR?

participate in carnal struggles 

based their conclusions on the fact 

that government was ordained by 

God, and that the God ordained 

government had a right to protect, 

by bloodshed if necessary, its 

interests. The only question was,
88



CAN A CHRISTIAN GO TO WAR?

did a Christian have a right to 

consider himself a part of this 

government? If so, the Christian 

was not held individually 

responsible for killing, but he was 

acting as an official of his 

government, doing what the 
89



CAN A CHRISTIAN GO TO WAR?

government was ordained of God 

to do. ‘My kingdom is not of this 
world; if it were, then would my 

servants fight.’ B.W. Johnson (MH, 

1861), reasons that since the 

kingdom of Caesar is of this world, 

and since it is right for a Christian
90



CAN A CHRISTIAN GO TO WAR?

to be a part of this kingdom, then it 

is right for him to fight for the 

kingdoms of this world. On the 

other hand there were others who 

believed that warfare was 

intended for the kingdoms of man, 

and not for the kingdom of Christ.
91



CAN A CHRISTIAN GO TO WAR?

If the world must kill and murder, it 

must do so; but let the Christian 

maintain his allegiance to a higher 

kingdom. They looked upon war as 

basically conflicting with the 

Christian economy, maintaining 

that the Christian was to do good
92



CAN A CHRISTIAN GO TO WAR?

to his enemies, love those that 

despitefully used them, and return 

good for good instead of evil for 

evil.” West, p-339

“Suffice it to say the problem has always 

been the occasion of much strife 

among brethren, especially during 

times of war.” 93



BEN FRANKLIN

“We cannot always tell what we 

will, or will not do. There is one 

thing, however things may turn, or 

whatever may come, that we will 

not do, and that is, we will not take 

up arms against, fight and kill the 

brethren we have labored for
94



BEN FRANKLIN

twenty years to bring into the 

kingdom of God. Property may be 

destroyed, and safety may be 

endangered, or life lost; but we are 

under Christ, and we will not kill or 

encourage others to kill, or fight 

the brethren.” Isbell, p-188
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DAVID LIPSCOMB

“The most widely known pacifist 

who greatly molded the thought of 

the South after the Civil War 

through his editorship of the 

Gospel Advocate. His slender 
volume, Civil Government, 
continues to be an object of 
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DAVID LIPSCOMB

controversy. In it, Lipscomb 

disavows all active participation in 

civil affairs, even to that of voting. 

Human governments, owing their 

origin to man’s rebellion against 

God, were not proper spheres for 

Christian involvement.” Isbell, p-193  
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