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THE EARLY RESTORERS

Among those preachers of the 18th

and 19th centuries who were 

pleading for a return to the 

Scriptures, we have briefly 

mentioned Barton W. Stone, John 

Wright, “Raccoon” John Smith, 

and, last week, Thomas Campbell. 
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THOMAS CAMPBELL
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ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

He was born on September 12, 1788 

near Ballymena, in the parish of 

Broughshane, Ireland. Thomas 

Campbell, the father, arrived in 

America May 13, 1807 as a 

preacher for the Seceder Church 

in Southwest Pennsylvania.
19



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

The rest of the Campbell family had 

started for America in September 

1808, but had been shipwrecked 

off the coast of Scotland and 

decided to spend a year there so 

Alexander could study in the 

University in which his father 
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ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

had been educated. The Campbell 

family again started for America in 

August, 1809. They arrived in 

Washington, Pennsylvania, 

September 29, after a voyage of 54 

days. They arrived just as the 

proof sheets of the Declaration
21



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL
and Address was coming off the 

press. Alexander told of it in later 

years. Upon reading it he told his 

father, “Then, sir, you must give up 
and abandon infant baptism.” His 

father replied, in part, “…if not 
found therein (the Bible), we, of 
course, must abandon it.”

Mattox, p-326 22



THE CAMPBELLS

“The Campbells agreed to be 

guided by this principle. They 

determined to stand only for that 

which was ‘expressly exhibited 

upon the sacred page,’ and accept 

as the constitution, faith and 

worship of the church only that
23



THE CAMPBELLS

for which there can be produced a 

‘Thus saith the Lord, either in 

express terms, or by approved 

precedent (example).’ This 

principle was to take them farther 

than they at first realized.”
Mattox, p-326-327 
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ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

“Campbell’s thinking about infant 

baptism was also occasioned by 

another circumstance in his life. 

This was the birth of his first child, 

a tiny girl named Jane, who was 

born on March 13, 1812. 

Campbell’s marriage had taken
30



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

place a year earlier, almost to the 

day, March 12. His wife was 

Margaret Brown, daughter of John 

Brown, one of the most successful 

business men found in that region 

of Virginia. He was a carpenter 

and millwright. He owned a 

gristmill and a sawmill. 31



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

Campbell studied the word baptize
in Greek to see that it meant 

immersion. He concluded there 

was nothing in the Scriptures 

favoring infant baptism, so he 

began making immediate plans to 

be immersed. He finally contacted
32



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

a preacher by the name of Matthias 

Luse who agreed to immerse him. 

But Campbell now found others 

that wanted immersion. On 

Wednesday, June 12, 1812, 

Campbell went to a deep pool on 

Buffalo Creek. Several were there.
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ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

Alexander had stipulated with Luce 

that the ceremony should be 

performed precisely according to 

the pattern given in the New 

Testament.
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ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

Elder Luce had, at first objected to 

these changes, as being contrary 

to Baptist usage, but finally 

consented, remarking that he 

believed they were right, and he 

would run the risk of censure. p-398

35



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

Before the baptizing was finished, 

Thomas Campbell, his wife, James 

and Sarah Henson and James 

Foster- in all, seven persons- were 

immersed. Before long, practically 

the whole Brush Run church had 

followed suit.” West, p-60
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TRANSITION

“From the moment that Thomas 

Campbell decided to follow the 

example of his son in relation to 

baptism, he conceded to him in 

effect the guidance of the whole 

religious movement.                   
Richardson, p-401 37
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THE RESTORERS

John Wright- Baptist

“As the American frontier moved 

West the principles of 

undenonimationalism moved with 

it. In 1810 John Wright began to 

organize Baptist churches in 

Indiana which were free from
39



JOHN WRIGHT

human articles of faith. Soon ten 

congregations had been formed 

which were organized into the 

‘Blue River Association.’ Wright 

contended for the Word of God as 

the only rule of faith and opposed 

all human creeds as heretical.
40



JOHN WRIGHT

Realizing that the name Baptist was 

not in Scripture as a name for the 

church, and taking the Bible as 

their only guide ‘without note or 

comment,’ the Association soon 

dissolved itself. Pleading for unity 

on the basis of Scripture alone,
41



JOHN WRIGHT
the other Baptist churches of that 

region united in an undenom-

inational fellowship. Fifteen 

congregations of German Baptist 

gave up triune immersion along 

with other erroneous views and 

entered into fellowship with the 

new movement. Since a number 42



JOHN WRIGHT

of congregations in the area had 

been started by associates of B.W. 

Stone, a union was affected with 

them. As a result of these efforts 

more than three thousand people 

from four distinct religious groups 

established fellowship as 

undenominational Christians.  
Mattox, p-316 43
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THE RESTORERS

“Raccoon” John Smith

1784

1868
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THE RESTORERS

“Raccoon” John Smith was a Baptist 

preacher who, without education, 

and amidst many difficulties and 

trials, had raised himself, by his 

extraordinary natural abilities, to 

great and merited distinction.
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“RACCOON” JOHN SMITH

He possessed a practical wisdom, a 

largeness of heart and mind and a 

clearness and quickness of insight 

such as are rarely found. To these 

he added an unfailing memory, a 

remarkable talent for genial humor 

and unequalled skill at repartee.
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“RACCOON” JOHN SMITH

On one occasion in 1822, at 

Spencer Creek meeting-house, 

while in the midst of a warm 

exhortation, he was suddenly so 

struck with one of the 

inconsistencies of Calvanistic 

doctrine, that he stopped short.
48



“RACOON” JOHN SMITH

After a pause, he exclaimed to the 

audience, ‘Something is wrong 

among us, but how to get it right I 

know not!’ From this time he 

devoted himself to a more careful 

study of the word of God.”
Richardson, p-107 49



“RACOON” JOHN SMITH

West records it as- “In March 1822, 

he was preaching at Spencer’s 

Creek, urging sinners to repent 

and believe the gospel. He got 

confused. Suppose the elect didn’t 

believe, would they be saved? 

Suppose the non-elect did believe, 
50



“RACOON” JOHN SMITH

would they be saved? He closed his 

address abruptly saying, 

‘Brethren, something is wrong- I 

am in the dark- we are all in the 

dark; but how to lead you to the 

light, or to find the way myself, 

before God I don’t know.’” p-246
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“RACOON” JOHN SMITH

It is said that soon after “Raccoon”

John Smith of Kentucky began 

preaching, some of his friends 

came to him, advising him to cease 

preaching so strongly, or else his 

“Baptist brethren” would become
52



“RACOON” JOHN SMITH

angered, and not pay him, and he 

would never be able to get out of 

debt. To this Smith replied, 

“Conscience is an article that I 

have never yet brought into
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“RACOON” JOHN SMITH

market, but should I offer it for sale, 

Montgomery County, with all its 

lands and houses, would not be 

enough to buy it, much less that 

farm of one hundred acres.” West, 

p-53 
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“RACCOON” JOHN SMITH

Postscript: “John Smith, between 

February and the third Lord’s day 

in July, 1828, immersed six 

hundred and three persons.”
Richardson, p-287
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“RACCOON” JOHN SMITH

Smith was eighty-fours old when 

he died on February 28, 1868 at 

the home of one his daughters in 

Mexico, Missouri. His body was 

shipped back to Lexington, 

Kentucky for burial. J. W. 

McGarvey and other brethren 

conducted his funeral. West, p-24958



“RACCOON” JOHN SMITH

(Undocumented Story)

“Raccoon” John Smith was 6 foot 

six inches tall and built 

accordingly (He had the bark on.). 

Once he grabbed a preacher that 

practiced infant baptism, and 

attempted to immerse him in the 

river. 59



“RACCOON” JOHN SMITH

(Undocumented Story)

The preacher set up a howl and 

finally stated, “It won’t do any 

good. I don’t believe in it.” John 

replied, “That’s what I have been 

telling you about baptizing little 

babies.”
60
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PIONEER PREACHERS

“Walter Scott was born in Moffat, 

Dumfrieshire, Scotland on October 

31, 1796. His father was John 

Scott, a man of fine character, 

noble culture, whose occupation 

was that of a music teacher. 

70



WALTER SCOTT

His mother, Mary Innes Scott, was a 

gracious lady of great piety whose 

highest ambition for her son was 

that he should be a minister in the 

Scotch Presbyterian Church of 

which she was a devoted member. 

71



WALTER SCOTT

Mary Innes had a brother who left 

Scotland to seek his fortune in 

America. George was ambitious 

that all his relatives should follow 

him, and to this end, he worked 
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WALTER SCOTT

and saved his money. He wrote to 

his sister to send him one of her 

sons. The parents consented and 

decided to send Walter. He landed 

in New York on July 7, 1818.”
West, p-79-80
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WALTER SCOTT

In June, 1821 when her husband 

took a trip to Annan and suddenly 

died there, the grief of Mary Innes 

was so great that she followed him 

within a month.
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WALTER SCOTT

“Soon after landing in New York, 

Scott secured a position as a Latin 

teacher in a classical academy at 

Jamaica, Long Island. But Scott 

was not destined to stay long in 

New York. He, and a companion, 

walked the distance from New 
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WALTER SCOTT

York to Pittsburg in the Spring of 

1819.” He obtained a job teaching 

in an academy operated by 

George Forrester, a teacher and 

preacher. Forrester was one who 

rejected all human creeds and 

took the Bible alone as his guide.
80



WALTER SCOTT

“This  appealed to Scott and he 

would sit by the hour studying the 

holy oracles to come to a fuller 

knowledge of the word of God. 

Gradually the light dawned. He 

was convinced. Scott was 

immersed by Forrester.” West, p-80
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WALTER SCOTT

“The winter of 1821-22 Scott was 

still teaching in Pittsburg. It was at 

this time that Scott first met 

Alexander Campbell. He and 

Campbell began to discuss their 

religious views, and both were 

surprised to find they occupied
82



WALTER SCOTT

very similar ground. During this 

time, both Campbell and Scott 

were pondering the purpose of 

baptism as set forth in the 

Scriptures. Both of them had 

arrived at the conclusion, radical 

for the day, that baptism, 
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WALTER SCOTT

as set forth in the New Testament, 

was for the remission of sins.

On January 3, 1823 Scott had 

married Miss Sarah Whitsett who 

lived a few miles from Pittsburg. 

Scott was now twenty-six years 

old.” West, p-84-85
84



WALTER SCOTT
Three years later, he determined to 

move his family from Pittsburg to 

Steubenville, Ohio. Soon after 

arriving in Steubenville Scott 

opened up an Academy. Later, 

Alexander Campbell persuaded 

him to preach as the Association 

minister on the Western Reserve.85



WALTER SCOTT
“Scott’s work on the Western 

Reserve thus got off to a great 

start. Many heard the gospel for 

the first time and obeyed it. 

Opposition was aroused. A woman 

requested baptism, but her son 

threatened to shoot Scott if he 

baptized her. 86



WALTER SCOTT

There was great excitement. Scott 

was in demand everywhere. Scott 

traveled and conversions were 

rapidly made. For two years this 

work went on and the people were 

stirred up as nothing had stirred 

them before. 
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WALTER SCOTT
In 1831 Scott paid a visit to 

Cincinnati and agreed to preach 

there for a while. While there he 

became ill with stomach problems, 

and his pulpit efforts were, on the 

whole, very inferior. The church 

didn’t grow. Scott moved back to 

Pittsburg. 88



WALTER SCOTT

On April 28, 1849, Scott’s wife 

died, and the next year he married 

Anne B. Allen of Mayslick, 

Kentucky…. Scott’s second wife 

died in 1854, and Scott married a 

rich widow, Eliza Sandige, of 

Mason County, Kentucky.
89



WALTER SCOTT
This marriage was never 

congenial. Scott had no 

appreciation of money. He was so 

tender in heart that he gave away 

nearly all he ever made. Often he 

would go to a store for a basket of 

groceries and give them all away 

before he got home. 90



WALTER SCOTT

Scott’s third wife was not 

accustomed to such handling of 

funds. Overlooking the greatness 

of Scott’s soul, she would storm at 

him and run him out of the house. 

Often he spent the night sitting on 

the door step of a neighbor.”
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WALTER SCOTT

In the fall of 1860 he addressed a 

letter to his oldest son, John, then 

thirty-seven years of age and 

expressed his tremendous grief at 

the state of the nation. Badly 

heart-broken at the country’s 

evils, on Tuesday, April 16th-
92



WALTER SCOTT
three days after the fall of Fort 

Sumter- he became seriously ill. 

The doctor called it typhoid 

pneumonia. Quickly it grew worse, 

and by the next Sunday, Scott 

realized that the end was in sight. 

On Tuesday night at ten o’clock, 

he passed quietly away.” West, p-86-8793



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL
“I knew him well. I knew him long. I 

love him much. We might not, 

indeed, agree in every opinion nor 

in every point of expediency. But 

we never loved each other less. By 

the eye of faith and the eye of 

hope, methinks I see him in 

Abraham’s bosom.” Mill. Har. May 1861 94
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THE FIRST DEBATE

“John Walker, a minister of the 

Seceder Presbyterian Church in 

Mount Pleasant, Ohio, began a 

controversy with the local Baptist 

preacher which led to Walker’s 

challenge to meet any Baptist 

preacher, in good standing, for a 

discussion of baptism.
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THE FIRST DEBATE

The Baptists immediately chose 

Alexander Campbell to represent 

them in debate. Although 

Alexander had a ‘natural aversion 

to controversy’ he finally accepted 

the challenge after declining the 

invitation twice.
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THE FIRST DEBATE

The discussion began June 19, 

1820, at Mount Pleasant. Large 

crowds attended with great 

interest. The topics for discussion 

were the subjects and action of 

baptism. Walker was not able to 

meet Campbell’s logic and 
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THE FIRST DEBATE

use of the Greek New Testament, 

and when they came to the second 

question, Walker wanted to close 

the debate after one speech on 

each side. This sudden change 

was a surprise to Campbell, but he 

agreed to close the discussion  
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THE FIRST DEBATE

after two speeches by each 

debater. The strength of his 

position and the ease with which 

he refuted error immediately 

impressed Campbell with the value 

of debating as a teaching medium. 

At the close of his last speech he  
106



THE FIRST DEBATE

issued a challenge to meet any 

minister in good standing of any 

denomination on the subject of 

infant baptism. The Presbyterians 

were not satisfied with Walker’s 

defense and searched for a 

stronger man to meet Campbell.   
Mattox, p-331-332
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THE SECOND DEBATE

“The Presbyterians soon arranged 

for W.L. McCalla of Augusta, 

Kentucky, to meet Alexander 

Campbell in debate. McCalla had 

been a lawyer and was considered 

one of the greatest of Presbyterian 

preachers. Arrangements were 
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THE SECOND DEBATE

made for the discussion to be held 

in Washington, Kentucky, a three-

hundred mile trip on horseback 

from Campbell’s home. The 

discussion was held in October, 

1823, and lasted seven days. 

Campbell had carefully restudied 
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THE SECOND DEBATE

the entire question of baptism and 

had seen clearly for the first time 

that the design of baptism was 

significantly related to the 

remission of sins. As the debate 

proceeded, it became quite clear 

that McCalla could not meet the 
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THE SECOND DEBATE

arguments presented by Campbell. 

The Baptists had so completely 

identified themselves with 

Campbell by this time that he felt it 

necessary to clarify his position 

with them. On the evening of the 

fifth day of the discussion he 

called the most prominent of the 111



THE SECOND DEBATE

of the Baptist preachers into a 

room and told them that he 

disagreed with them as much as 

he did with the Presbyterians, and 

that, although they erred in 

different things, they were about 

equidistant from the truth of 

Apostolic Christianity. 112



THE SECOND DEBATE

When the debate closed many 

were convinced that infant 

baptism was based on human 

authority, and the Presbyterian 

cause never recovered from the 

defeat it had suffered.”
Mattox, p-332-333
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