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PROTESTANT REFORMATION

“The Reformation may be viewed in 

two aspects. On the one hand it is 

a religious revolution affecting the 

beliefs, the rites, the ecclesiastical 

organization of the Church, and 

the form of Christian life. On the 

other hand, it is a great movement 
5



PROTESTANT REFORMATION

in which sovereigns and nations 

are involved; the occasion of wars 

and treaties; the close of an old, 

and the introduction of a new, 

period in the history of culture and 

civilization. Unquestionably the 

hero of the Reformation was 

Martin Luther. Fisher, p-290 6
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DOCTRINE
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For Sale:

One useless cat.
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The early 

restorers.
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THE RESTORERS

James O’Kelly, Methodist-

“Among the first in America to see 

the need for a restoration of the 

New Testament church was James 

O’Kelly. He began preaching in 

1775 as a lay preacher in the 

Episcopal church.
59



James O’Kelly

His interest in religion was stirred 

by the writings of John Wesley, 

who exalted the Bible as 

authoritative and all-sufficient for 

faith and practice. These ideas 

appealed to O’Kelly and he 

entered the Wesleyan Society and 

began work as a traveling 60



James O’Kelly

minister. He opposed the 

Episcopal form of government  and 

withdrew from the organization on 

December 24, 1793. A number of 

preachers followed his lead and 

they met in Virginia in 1794 to 

organize themselves in a more 

scriptural manner.  61



James O’Kelly

They drew up the “Five cardinal 

Principles of the Christian Church.

These were: 1) Christ is the only 

head of the church, 2) The name 

Christian is the only acceptable 

name, 3) The Bible is the only rule 

of faith, 62



James O’Kelly

4) Christian character is the only 

test of church  fellowship, and,     

5) The right of private judgment is 

the privilege of all. 

The first church was established at 

Chapel Hill, North Carolina in 

1794.
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THE RESTORERS

Abner Jones, Baptist- “While 

James O’Kelly was breaking with 

the Methodists in Virginia, Abner 

Jones, a Baptist, was reaching 

similar conclusions in New 

England. Jones, a doctor in 

Vermont, and a member of the  
66



ABNER JONES

Free-Will Baptist church, became 

convinced toward the close of the 

eighteenth century that ‘sectarian 

names and human creeds should 

be abandoned, and that true piety 

alone, and not the externals of it, 

should be made the test of
67



ABNER JONES

fellowship and communion.’ With 

this conviction he left the Baptist 

church and established a 

congregation in Lyndon, Vermont 

in 1801, which he called ‘Christian 

Church.’ These Christians took the 

Bible as their only creed,    
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ABNER JONES

‘Christian’ as their only name and 

made significant strides toward 

true undenoninationalism. Soon, 

Elias Smith, a Baptist preacher, 

joined Jones in establishing 

churches throughout New 

England.” Mattox, p-312-13
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ELIAS SMITH

70
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THE RESTORERS

“Barton W. Stone Was among the 

first Presbyterians to see the need 

of returning to primitive 

Christianity. The doctrines of 

Calvinism distressed him as he 

tried to harmonize them with the 

love of God. He finally rejected the
72



BARTON W. STONE

doctrines of total depravity and 

absolute predestination and began 

to call upon sinners  to accept 

Christ and turn from their sin. Five 

preachers stood with Stone as 

they withdrew and formed their 

own presbytery. Mattox, p-313
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BARTON W. STONE

“The Calvinism of the day declared 

that a man was depraved and man 

could do nothing to be saved; he 

had to wait until God saw fit to call 

him. If God didn’t see fit, the man 

was lost to the glory of God. 
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BARTON W. STONE

Stone and his group said that God 

loved man and wanted all to be 

saved. The gospel is God’s power 

to save for it contains sufficient 

evidence to produce faith to the 

honest inquirer, and if the sinner 

will believe and obey the gospel, 

he can be saved.” West, p-25
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BARTON W. STONE

“Today, looking back upon the 

Revival (Cane Ridge, 1801, over 30,000), 

there is a note of humor in the way 

it was conducted, but in those 

days, it was a serious affair. 

Conversions were quite literally a 

convulsion. Converts went through
76



BARTON W. STONE

a series of bodily agitations. There 

were about five general types of 

these physical contortions: 1) the 

falling exercise; this was the most 

common. The subject would cry 

out in a piercing scream, then fall 

flat on the ground and lay for 

several minutes as though dead;
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BARTON W. STONE

2) the jerks; in this exercise, 

various parts of the body would 

jerk violently from one side and 

then the other; 3) the dancing 

exercise; this would begin with the 

jerks and then pass on to dancing. 

Usually they would dance until 

they fell exhausted to the ground;
78



BARTON W. STONE

4) the barking exercise; this was 

really the jerks, but when a 

person’s body jerked suddenly 

and violently, it caused a big grunt, 

which appeared to be barking to 

the observer; 5) the laughter and 

singing exercise was just what the 

terms signify.” West, p-23
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BARTON W. STONE

“Stone’s doctrine of the universality 

of the gospel and faith as a 

condition of salvation could not fail 

to get him in trouble with the 

Presbyterian Church as a whole. 

This in 1804, was as far as Stone 

had gone in his thinking, but it was
81



BARTON W. STONE

far enough to make the Calvinistic 

Presbyterians consider Stone a 

heretic. The creed must be upheld 

at all costs. There were four other 

men who substantially agreed with 

Stone’s teaching. These were: 

Robert Marshall, Richard
82



BARTON W. STONE

McNemar, John Dunlavy, and John 

Thompson.

Stone called the congregation 

together where he had been 

preaching and told them he could 

no longer preach for the 

Presbyterian Church. He stated
83



BARTON W. STONE

that he would continue to preach 

among them, but not as a 

Presbyterian. In taking this stand, 

Stone sacrificed the friendship of 

two large congregations in 

addition to a large salary. When 

these five men withdrew 
84



BARTON W. STONE

themselves from the Synod of 

Kentucky, they set up a Presbytery 

of their own which they called the 

Springfield Presbytery. Meanwhile 

they sent letters to the churches 

telling them of their views. Under 

the new Presbytery, in less than a 
85



BARTON W. STONE

year, fifteen congregations were 

established- seven in Ohio and 

eight in Kentucky. But it took also 

less than a year for them to see 

that this Presbytery was a 

handicap to their work. Plans were 

immediately begun to dissolve the
86



BARTON W. STONE

organization, and on June 28, 1804 

there was issued the ‘Last Will and 

Testament of The Springfield 

presbytery.’ It showed the 

sincerity and honesty which 

characterized Stone in wanting to 

give up everything of human origin
87



BARTON W. STONE

in religion and take only the Bible. 

The Last Will and Testament 

contains less than eight hundred 

words, but it is one of classical 

documents coming out of the 

restoration movement. West, p-25 
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Two publications of this period are 

of extreme importance. They will 

serve as a guide to the direction 

this Restoration will go: One is this 

Last Will and Testament of the 

Springfield Presbytery, and the 

other is the Declaration and 

Address by Thomas Campbell, 

which we will study later. 91



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(1) “The Presbytery of Springfield, 

sitting at Cane Ridge, in the county 

of Bourbon, being through a 

gracious Providence, in more than 

ordinary bodily health, growing in 

strength and size daily; and in 

perfect soundness and composure 

of mind; and knowing that it is92



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

appointed for all delegated bodies 

once to die; and considering that 

the life of every such body is very 

uncertain, do make and ordain this 

our last Will and Testament, in 

manner and form following, viz.:
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THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(2) “Imprints. We will,Imprints. We will,Imprints. We will,Imprints. We will, that this body 

die, be dissolved and sink into 

union with the Body of Christ at 

large; for there is but one Body, 

and one Spirit, even as we are 

called in one hope of our calling.”
94



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(3) “ITEM: “We will, that our name of 

distinction with its Reverend title, 

be forgotten, that there be but one 

Lord over God’s heritage, and his 

name One.”

95



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(4) “ITEM: We will, that our power of 

making laws for the government of 

the church and executing them by 

delegated authority forever cease; 

that the people may have free 

course the Bible”
96



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(5) “ITEM: We will, that candidates 

for the Gospel ministry henceforth 

study the Holy Scriptures with 

fervent prayer, and obtain license 

from God to preach the simple 

Gospel, with the Holy Ghost sent

97



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

down from heaven, without any 

mixture of philosophy, vain deceit, 

traditions of men, or the rudiments 

of the world. And let none 

henceforth take this honor to 

himself, but that he was called of 

God, as was Aaron.”
98



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(6) ITEM: We will, that the church of 

Christ resume her native right to 

internal government- try her 

candidates for the ministry, as to 

their soundness in the faith, 

acquaintance with experimental 

religion, gravity and aptness to 

teach; and admit no other proof of 99



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

their authority but Christ speaking 

in them. We will, that the church of 

Christ look to the Lord of the 

harvest to send forth laborers into 

his harvest; and that she resume 

her primitive right of trying those 

who say they are apostles and are 

not.” 100



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(7) “ITEM: We will, that each particular 

church, as a body, actuated by the 

same spirit, choose her own preacher, 

and support him by free will offering, 

without a written call, or subscription-

admit members- remove offences; and 

henceforth not delegate her right of 

government to any man or set of men 

whatever.” 101



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(8) “We will, that the people henceforth 

take the Bible as the only sure guide to 

heaven; and as many are offended 

with other books which stand in 

competition with it, may cast them into 

the fire if they choose; for it is better to 

enter into life having one book, than 

having many be cast into hell.”
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THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(9)  “We will, that the preachers and 

people, cultivate a spirit of mutual 

forbearance; pray more and 

dispute less; and while they behold 

the signs of the times, look up, and 

confidently expect that redemption 

is nigh.”
103



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(10)  (10)  (10)  (10)  We will, that our weak brethren, 

who may have been wishing to 

make the Presbytery of Springfield 

their king, and wot not what has 

become of it, betake themselves to 

the Rock of Ages, and follow Jesus 

for the future.”
104



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(11) We will, that the synod of 

Kentucky examine every member, 

who may be suspected of having 

departed from the Confession of 

Faith, and suspend every 

suspected heretic immediately; in 

order that the oppressed may go 

free, and taste the sweets of 

gospel liberty.”
105



THE LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT OF 

THE SPRINGFIELD PRESBYTERY

(12) Finally, we will, that all our sister 

bodies read their Bibles carefully, 

that they may see their fate there 

determined, and prepare for death 

before it is too late. 
Signed June 28, 1804, Robert Marshall, John 

Dunlavy, Richard McNemar, B.W. Stone, John 

Thompson, David Purviance.  Mattox, p-314-315
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APPEAL FOR UNITY

“Their reasons for dissolving that 

body were the following: With deep 

concern they viewed the divisions, 

and party spirit among professing 

Christians principally owing to the 

adoption of human creeds and 

forms of government.” West, p-27107



APPEAL FOR UNITY

“We candidly acknowledge that in 

some things we may err, through 

human infirmity; but we will 

correct our wanderings, and 

preserve His church. Let all 

Christians join with us, to remove 

the obstacles that stand in the way 

of His work.” West, p-28
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DIFFICULTIES

“Three missionaries from the 

Shakers soon made their 

appearance in the group- Bates, 

Mitchum and Young. They were 

neat, grave and very unassuming. 

They urged the people to confess 

their sins to them; taught marriage 

was wrong; and urged men to
110



DIFFICULTIES

forsake the marriage state. When 

the Shakers came they stopped at 

Cane Ridge but made no converts, 

and so they moved on into Ohio. 

They went to Turtle Creek and 

there converted Richard Nemar 

and John Dunlavy. Stone labored 

night and day to save his ranks
111



DIFFICULTIES

from these preachers, but to little 

avail. To make matters worse John 

Thompson and Robert Marshall 

went back to the Presbyterian 

Church and Stone found himself 

standing for a time practically 

alone. Meanwhile the subject of 

baptism became agitated.
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DIFFICULTIES

Stone, while not at first convinced 

on immersion, nevertheless 

favored the view that infant 

baptism was wrong. Very shortly 

the brethren came together and 

generally agreed that immersion 

was scriptural baptism. The 

preachers went to work and 
113



DIFFICULTIES

immersed each other. Many others 

also were immersed. Stone’s 

investigation of the subject of 

baptism continued. Soon he 

convinced himself that immersion 

was for the remission of sins and 

should be administered to the 

penitent believer. West, p-31
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