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“The principle internal problems
that beset the churches of Christ

in the early twentieth century were
re-baptism, the pastor system, the
Sunday School and Sunday School
literature question and, to a lesser

degree, the order of worship.

West, Vol. III, p-70



RE-BAPTISM
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“At the core of the issue was the
motivation in baptism. To Austin
McGary, baptism was only valid

when the candidate so understood
that it was being done for the

remission of sins, which



RE-BAPTISM
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invalidated Baptist baptism since
the latter baptized only to

demonstrate that sins had already
been forgiven in faith. While

admitting that many who
submitted to Baptist immersion



RE-BAPTISM
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did not clearly understand that it
was for the remission of sins, the

majority who were so baptized did
so out of a deep desire to obey

God, and to Lipscomb, this
willingness to be baptized out of



RE-BAPTISM
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the desire to submit to God
constituted proper motivation.

Moreover, Lipscomb viewed
baptism as the bringing of more

divine blessings than the
remission of sins- such as,



RE-BAPTISM
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the entry of the candidate into the
Kingdom of God and a new relation

ship to God. Why limit the
candidate’s understanding to only

one of these?”

West, p-70



RE-BAPTISM
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Time, study, and discussion finally
took care of the re-baptism

controversy. It was determined
that, for baptism to be valid, it had

to be immersion in water, in the
name of the Father, the Son, and

the Holy Spirit, for the remission of
sins.
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ANOTHER PROBLEM
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“The problem of ‘located preachers’
came in for the usual critical

examination. One extreme begets
another, and so it is here. D.S.

Burnet fathered the idea of making
the preacher the ‘pastor’

(shepherd) of a congregation.



ANOTHER PROBLEM
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In Bible times it is generally
understood that the term bishop

and the term pastor referred to the
same function- that of overseeing
the flock. This function belonged

to the elders of the New Testament
church. By the time of the Civil



ANOTHER PROBLEM
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War, it was becoming an increased
practice in the church of placing a

preacher ‘in charge’ of a
congregation, and giving to him

the title ‘pastor.’ Usually the
responsibility of overseeing the

flock belonged almost exclusively
to him.” West, Vol II, p-453



ANOTHER PROBLEM
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“The twentieth century found many
congregations opposed to having

one preacher to speak to the same
congregation each week. Behind
this was the uneasy feeling that

this system had produced, in large



ANOTHER PROBLEM
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measure, the digression, since
most of the Christian Churches

and Disciples practiced it. Instead,
it was believed elders should do
the Sunday speaking, or develop
local talent from among the men



ANOTHER PROBLEM

21

to do it. If the congregation had an
evangelist, he should be kept in

the field in evangelistic meetings,
or while at home, speak on Sunday

nights and do personal work.”
West, p-71



John E. Dunn, 1900
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“Churches of Christ should carry
on their own work at home and
send the preacher out into the

highways and byways to convert
the world, and they should support

the preacher in such work.”
Gospel Advocate, 6/1900



John E. Dunn, 1900
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“Many churches have adopted the
modern ‘pastor system,’ and the

chief feature of the Lord’s Day
service is a set discourse by the

‘pastor.’ I do not believe this
course best in the light of New
Testament teaching.” West, p-71



M.C KURFEES 1900
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“The wrong in the modern pastor
system does not consist in the fact

that a preacher is located in one
place for an indefinite length of

time nor is the fact that the church
sustains him for such a time, but it

does consist in the relation he



M.C KURFEES 1900
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occupies to the church and in the
work he does. The modern pastor

differs from the preacher of
primitive times in the fact that he
largely stands in the way of the

activity and growth of the church
by doing nearly everything

himself.” GA, 7/1900
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THE DIDACHE 200AD
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“But concerning the apostle(s) (one
sent) and prophets (proclaimers),

so do you according to the
ordinance of the Gospel. Let every
apostle, when he comes to you be
received as the Lord; but he shall
not abide more than a single day,



THE DIDACHE 200AD
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Or if there be need, a second
likewise; but if he abide three

days, he is a false prophet. And
when he departs let the apostle

receive nothing save bread, until
he finds shelter; but if he ask
money, he is a false prophet.”

The Teaching of the Twelve,  p-127



Nashville, 1899

29

“When J.D. Tant arrived in Nashville
in the spring of 1899 for a seven

weeks’ stay, he found the majority
of the brethren opposing one man

to preach the same place every
Sunday. But to Tant, they



Nashville, 1899
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practiced what they condemned,
for instead of having one man

preach to them four times a month,
they had four men preach to them
one time a month. ‘So far as I am

concerned,’ Tant wisely said,



Nashville, 1899
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‘when it comes to principle, I
cannot see the difference between
a weekly and monthly pastor.’ Tant
made it clear that he was opposed
to the sectarian idea of pastor, yet

when circumstances demand to



Nashville, 1899
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have some godly man to labor all
the time in word and doctrine at
any designated place to build up
the Master’s cause at that place,

such is no more a violation of
God’s law for him to preach



Nashville, 1899
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regularly  once a week than it is
for him to preach once a month or

once a year.” GA, 7/1899

“Instead of drinking tea with the good sisters
each afternoon, these men were visiting the

sick, holding tent meetings close by, or
studying their Bibles.” West, p-73



LOCATED PREACHERS
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“Finally the brotherhood moved to
local preachers because of the

effectiveness of this work.
Churches that depended upon the

local talent to do the preaching
seldom grew as did those who
employed full-time ministers.”

West, p-71



LOCATED PREACHERS

35

“I find the churches that keep a
regular preacher have more

baptisms and less numbers of new
members to go back to the world

than the places that have no
regular preacher.”

J. B. Nelson, Firm Foundation, 4/1916



LOCATED PREACHERS
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“Before Brother Dunn came to
Dallas the church had irregular

preaching by drop-ins, job hunters
and contribution –getters and they

seldom ever had a system. After
Dunn’s arrival, there was seldom a
week without baptisms, and in two



LOCATED PREACHERS
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years, the membership at Oak Cliff
had grown from 75 to 230. Brother
Dunn is reaching more sinners and

restoring more disorderly
members than the average

preacher who goes from place to
place.” FF, 4/1916
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
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“The Sunday School question
was by far the most volatile the

brotherhood faced at the
beginning of the century. While

the agitation was largely
centered in Texas, it was felt in

many localities.” West, p-74



BACKGROUND
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Sunday Schools were set up in
England in 1780 by Robert Raikes
to teach young urchins reading,

writing and cyphering because the
kids were generally free that day.

By 1785 250,00 children were
attending Sunday schools. By 1831

there were 1.2 million.



BACKGROUND

42

The Sunday School system was first
begun in America in 1790 by

Samuel Slater in his textile mills in
Pawtucket, Rhode Island. These

were scheduled mostly in the
afternoon but gradually evolved

into Sunday morning classes.
(Remember child labor.)



43



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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“As churches desired to use
class periods for graded

instruction for children as well
as adults, and as women were

chosen to teach among the
children, there arose



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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controversy as to whether such
were scriptural. Arguments

were made that such ‘divided
the assembly’ and that ‘women

were to be silent anytime the
church assembled.’



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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L.W. Hayhurst, J.W. Cowan,
Alva Johnson, and Von
Bonneau became major

spokesmen for these views.
Numerous debates, both written

and oral, were held during the
1920’s. and 30’s” Roy H Lanier, Jr.



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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“We do not favor the Sunday
School and believe that song

books and notes are a
hindrance to spiritual worship

in the church.”

Paul Hayes, Earnest Love, GA, 5/1904



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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“The anti-Sunday School cause took
refuge primarily behind four walls.
The foremost was that the Sunday
School was wrong because it was
without divine authority. When J.T,

Showalter asserted that the
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Sunday School was from men and
not from God, J.C. McQuiddy

responded, ‘I unhesitatingly affirm
that the teaching that is done in

what is called the ‘Sunday School’
is from heaven, just as the Lord’s



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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Supper is from heaven and just as
the baptism of Christ is from

heaven.’ GA, 4/1910

It was also the order of the day to
compare the missionary society to
the Sunday School and press them

into the same mold.



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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David Lipscomb innocently urged
parents to teach their children the

way of salvation at home. L. C.
Chisholm asked, ‘If this method of
teaching children by parents be

carried out, where is the need for
the so-called Sunday School?’”

West, p-76



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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“Furthermore, it was charged that
the assembly of the church was

the only religious service
authorized in Scripture. J.B. Ross
insisted, ‘No such appointment is

given in the will and is, therefore, a
transgression. The only assembly



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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appointed in the will is the
assembly of the church with its
elders and deacons. Moreover,

James Scobey raised the question
whether the Sunday School was a
part of the Lord’s services or was

it a society within the church?



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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Finally, Sunday Schools found
objectors who believed they were

patterning after
denominationalism instead of New

Testament Christianity.



SUNDAY SCHOOL
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L.C. Chisholm pointed out that the
time came when the brethren

wanted to be like the sects and so
they brought in the Sunday
School.” FF, 11/1903, West, p-77
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JAMES A. HARDING
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“If the Sunday School is nothing
more than a meeting of people to

teach and study the Bible, there is
not only no wrong with it, so far as
I can see, but there is much good.
Of course, the church members
who take part in it are under the



JAMES A. HARDING
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oversight and direction of the
elders in the work as they are in all
others. But if the Sunday School is

an institution in which the
Christians are not working under
the oversight and direction of the



JAMES A. HARDING
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church and its elders, if it has
laws and leaders of its own
appointments and does not

recognize the jurisdiction of the
church, then no Christian should

be a member of it.”
Christian Leader, 2/1905



AUSTIN McGARY
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“Is it a transgression of the will of God
to teach our children and our

neighbors’ children the Scriptures on
the day commonly called Sunday? Is it
a transgression of that will to appoint a

certain time of the day and a certain
place for them to come together to be

taught?” FF, 4/1899



R.L. WHITESIDE 1906
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“He (N.L. Clark, debate 1906) agrees
that churches can appoint meetings
for the purpose of teaching people.

Such a meeting on Sunday is a Sunday
School, no matter what you call it. He

agrees that these meetings may be
divided into classes. This, therefore,

settles the main features of my
contention.” FF, 10/1906
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OTHER ISSUES
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1) COMMUNION CUPS:
“Jesus only took ‘the cup,’ one
cup.” Championed by Homer Gay, Fred Kirbo

and J.D. Phillips



OTHER ISSUES
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1) COMMUNION CUPS:
“Jesus only took ‘the cup,’ one
cup.” Championed by Homer Gay, Fred Kirbo

and J.D. Phillips

David Lipscomb is reported to
support this view until he sat

behind one in the assembly who
had mouth cancer.



OTHER ISSUES
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2) EATING IN THE BUILDING:
“The sanctuary is holy.”

A misunderstanding of the “temple”
(1 Cor. 3:16) of God and the physical

building where the church
meets.



OTHER ISSUES
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3) BAPTISTRYS:
“Running water.”

(I suppose to exemplify the Jordan
River.)

What about Jerusalem in Acts 2:?



OTHER ISSUES
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4) SHAPED NOTES:

“Do, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, etc..”

An aid. (books, pitch pipes & forks)
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4) SHAPED NOTES:

“Do, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, etc..”

An aid. (books, pitch pipes & forks)

Ready for multiple song leaders???



OTHER ISSUES
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4) THE MILLENNIAL:

R.H. Boll- “The Lord did not
establish His kingdom because

He was rejected by the Jews and
thus substituted the church.

Jesus will return to earth, setting
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4) THE MILLENNIAL:
up His throne in Jerusalem and

reign for 1,000 years.”
Debates and writings by E.R.

Harper and Foy E. Wallace,
among others, pretty well

silenced this doctrine. (It seems to re-
surface about every 30 years.)
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5) SUPPORTING CHRISTIAN
COLLEGES FROM THE CHURCH

“TREASURY”: ??
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5) SUPPORTING CHRISTIAN
COLLEGES FROM THE CHURCH

“TREASURY”: ??

How will Christian colleges be
supported? Is it the work under

the elders of a local
congregation or…..???
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At the beginning of the 20th century,
the support of Christian schools,

primary, high schools and
colleges, out of the church

“treasury”© became a serious
issue.

© I use the words “church treasury”
because it became a commonly
used term even though it has no

scriptural basis. BC



Jesse P. Sewell, 1910
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“Brethren, I am interested in
Christian education. I don’t believe

we can ever estimate the
importance, and I hope to live to

see the day when every Church of
Christ in the land will have a
preparatory or high school



Jesse P. Sewell, 1910
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in connection with it in which the
children can be taught by

Christian teachers and be taught
the Bible every day just as they are
taught grammar, arithmetic, etc..”

Christian Leader, 1/1910



EARL WEST
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“The offensive against Christian
schools was primarily launched by

Daniel Somner and his  of the
Octographic Review staff. But,
scattered voices in the South

sporadically also looked askance
at them.” Search, Vol. III, p-235



DANIEL SOMNER 1903
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“He contended that the
establishment of schools was the

improper use of the Lord’s money.
Between 1902 and 1910 Somner’s

editorials pressed the charge
against the schools that they

‘impoverished the brotherhood’



DANIEL SOMNER 1903
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by using millions of dollars to pile
up brick and mortar to secure

furnishing.’ When Somner
objected in his debate with B.F.
Rhodes, the use of the ‘Lord’s

money’ for schools, Rhodes
pressed for a definition of ‘Lord’s

money.’” West, p-238



CONFLICT
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James A. Harding and David
Lipscomb differed on whether the
church could support a Christian
college out of its resources. The

difference centered upon whether
the school was under an eldership

or a Board of Trustees.



POTTER COLLEGE
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“Now if our school (Potter College)
had a Board of Trustees,
empowered to select and

discharge teachers at their will,
to direct the teachers as to what
and how and when they should

teach, and, in general, to control



POTTER COLLEGE
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the school, with a set of by-laws
of their own making in the

regulation of themselves and of
us, I could not continue in it. In
my judgment this is the same

thing in principle that makes the
Missionary Society wrong.”

James A. Harding, 10/1902



CONFLICT
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In the 1940’s, numerous articles by
N.B. Hardeman and Foy E. Wallace

were exchanged in the Gospel
Advocate on the support of
colleges out of the “church

treasuries.” Hardeman defended
it, Wallace denounced it.



Roy H. Lanier, Jr. 1995
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“Robert Alexander began work
with Abilene Christian College as a
development man in the middle of
the decade (1940’s) and launched
a program of soliciting money from

church treasuries.



Roy H. Lanier, Jr. 1995
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Many men who lived ‘west of the
Mississippi’ rose to oppose this

practice though it had been long
practiced generally ‘east of the
Mississippi’ in support of Freed-
Hardeman, David Lipscomb, and
Harding Colleges.” Spiritual Sword, 1/1995
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1950 RESOLUTION
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If an organization (college or
orphans home) was under an

eldership of a local congregation,
then it was simply a case of one

congregation helping another as in
Acts 11:28-30, 2 Cor. 8:, 9:,

Acts 24:17.



1950 RESOLUTION
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If ruled by a Board of Trustees,
then it was determined that this

would be a separate organization
in addition to the church. This

would compare with the
Missionary Society that was



1950 RESOLUTION

92

established to handle the mission
work of the church. A college
governed by a board would be

viewed as a man-made
organization and ineligible for the

church's funds.



1950 RESOLUTION
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After much debate, it was settled
that an individual Christian could

support a college that was
governed by a board but a church
could not. Many expanded this rule

to include support of orphan’s
homes, old folks homes, and

missionaries.



1950 RESOLUTION
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Many churches divided in the
1950’s over congregations

“cooperating” with each other and
the spending of monies.

(I have noticed a softening of this
position in the last twenty years.)



CHRISTIAN COLLEGES
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“By the end of World War I
Christian education had carved
out a place for itself among the

Christian services of the
brotherhood while the opposition
not only became more localized in



CHRISTIAN COLLEGES

96

the northern sectors of the church
but slowly lost ground. The

religious decline that wove itself
into the fabric of the nation during

the ‘roaring twenties’ and the
disastrous depression that



CHRISTIAN COLLEGES

97

followed, strained the Christian
education of the brotherhood to

continue a stream of growth and to
secure finances and physical

expansion. This would await the
World War II era and the

burgeoning affluence that followed
the war.” West, p-262



NOTE*
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*A study was made in 1977 on the
demise of brotherhood-related

schools. Of the 195 known ones to
have been established, 160

closed. Various reasons were
given such as death of the

founder, etc., but mostly it was the
lack of funding.



NOTE* SOME THAT FAILED
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Warren Co., KY., Paragould, Ark.,
Cordell, OK., Lockney, TX.,

Gunter, TX., Sabinal, TX., Thorp
Spring, TX., Cookeville, TN., Heber
Springs, Ark., Spencer, TN., Berry,

Ala., Denton, TX., Cleburne, TX.,
Lingleville, TX., Holland, GA., etc..



NOTES ON COLLEGES
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“A fourth negative argument
expressed the fear that, in time,

churches would not use preachers
unless they were graduates of a
Bible College. J.D. Tant wrote in
1909, ‘I fear many good brethren
in Texas are going Bible College



NOTES ON COLLEGES
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crazy, and I fear the work of the
church to teach the Bible and
make gospel preachers is fast
being turned over to the Bible

colleges, and the church is losing
its identity along that line.”

FF, 3/1911
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This was the beginning of a
continual debate that has
continued until today; the
proper use of the “Lord’s

money” taken from the
“church treasury.”



BACKGROUND
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A church has to register as a non-
profit [501(3)C] organization both

with the state and the federal
government in order to function.

Trustees are appointed and those
same trustees fill out the forms

each year confirming our
operation.



“TREASURY”
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1) The women helped support
Jesus and the twelve out of their

own means. (Lk. 8:2-3). Judas carried
the money box (bag) and John

says he was a thief. (Jno. 12:6)

2) Paul and companions would carry
the funds to Jerusalem. (2 Cor. 8:19)
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ACTUAL INCIDENTS
1) “A church must dispose of any

property for not more than the
original purchase price.”

(The church cannot have any
income producing property.)

{The church cannot have an interest
earning checking account.}

106



ACTUAL INCIDENTS

1) “A church must dispose of any
property for not more than the

original purchase price.”
2) “Money from the “treasury”
cannot be used to feed the rank
and file members of the church
like teenagers, only the needy.”

107



ACTUAL INCIDENTS

3) “To simplify your bookkeeping, I
will write you a check for all the

cash and change in the
contribution each week.”

{“Let me write you a check for
change so I can feed the family.”}

*Mark it for Cash.
108



ACTUAL INCIDENTS

3) “To simplify your bookkeeping, I
will write you a check for all the

cash and change in the
contribution each week.”

4) “I will write a check to the church
each month and you then send a

check from the church to my son.”
109



ACTUAL INCIDENTS

5) “Can we take his money? He’s a
professional gambler.”

110



ACTUAL INCIDENTS

5) “Can we take his money? He’s a
professional gambler.”

6) “Christmas baskets” can only go
to widows who are in need.
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WHAT ARE THE RULES?
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DON’T LOSE YOUR HEAD
TO GAIN A MINUTE

YOU NEED YOUR HEAD
YOUR BRAINS ARE IN IT.

•Burma Shave


