Competition drives nearly everything! Jobs, hobbies, even
relationships. But does competition have a place in
Christianity? As a Christian, we probably find ourselves
competing for equal airtime in expressing our beliefs, or maybe
the competition is internal, trying not to let temptation with the
contest. Regardless of the form, competition can be a battle.
Jesus engaged with “the experts” on their competitive views
about Godliness by exposing their motives. In the Sermon on
the Mount, Jesus addressed the hypocrisy of the Pharisee’s
constant competition mode - whoever has the longest prayers is
the greatest (Matt 6:5-8) or gives the most (Matt 6:1-4), or
whoever observes the Sabbath the best (Matt 12:2, 10). While
they were competing for God’s attention through their own
efforts (Luke 18:9-14), Jesus was highlighting the flaws in that
thinking (Matt 23) and focused rather on those humble enough
to “seek and ask” God to determine what is “the greatest”. It
wasn't who could read the Bible the most, or who could give
the most money or say the longest prayers. As Jesus describes
to Nicodemus in John 3:5, “no one can enter the kingdom of
God unless they are born of water and the Spirit”; he explains
further to the woman at the well in John 4:24. He goes on to
say to her, “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in
the Spirit and in truth”; ultimately showing that “greatness” has
a lot more to do with the heart.
One of the greatest missions Jesus came to fulfill was to share
the Spirit with us. While that has been a mystical thing for a lot
of people, Jesus helps us see how it really is best revealed in
our motives and actions. As we learn about the life of Jesus,
let's remember the importance Jesus placed on having his Spirit
as “the seal for the day of our redemption” (Eph 4:30).

Read John 3:16-21

What is the most popular verse in scripture (in your opinion)?

List some recognizable traits about that verse that makes it so
important to you.

How would you explain temptation to someone, from a spiritual
perspective? (Consider these verses: Eph 6:12; James 1:14-15)

Describe the similarities between Jesus’ meeting with
Nicodemus (John 3) and the woman at the well (John 4).
Describe the differences.
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