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Lesson #6
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PRIMARY REFERENCES

Church History, Mosheim
History of the Christian Church, Fisher

Ecclesiastical History, Eusebius
The Eternal Kingdom, Mattox

Church History, Klingman
The Search for the Ancient Order, 3 vols;

Earl West
Memoirs of Alexander Campbell , Richardson

3



4



A FEW BY WAY OF
REVIEW.
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The early
restorers.
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THE EARLYRESTORERS
Among those preachers of the 18th

and 19th centuries who were
pleading for a return to the
Scriptures, we have briefly

mentioned Barton W. Stone, John
Wright, “Raccoon” John Smith,
Thomas Campbell, Alexander
Campbell, and Walter Scott.
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Walter Scott 8



STEPS OF SALVATION

“ The mourners bench system was
in common use, and Calvinism had

produced a feeling of
helplessness. Under this system a
sinner was told that he could do
nothing to obtain salvation but

plead to God in the hope that God
would somehow grant his desired
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STEPS OF SALVATION

election and confirm it to his
satisfaction. The evangelist of the

day believed they could do no
more than exhort a penitent to
pray.Scott knew this was not

enough, yet he was not sure what
they should do. In his perplexity
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STEPS OF SALVATION

he turned to the book of Acts and
studied the teaching and activity of
first century preachers.He made a

careful analysis of each case of
conversion and for the first time

saw clearly that there were logical
‘steps’ involved in each sinner’s
conversion. His synthesis of the
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STEPS OF SALVATION

New Testament examples of
conversion led him to the

conclusion that faith, repentance,
confession and baptism were

necessary to receiving remission
of sins and the gift of the Holy

Spirit. This teaching he called ‘The
Gospel Restored.’
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STEPS OF SALVATION

Scott began to preach this ‘plan
of salvation’ with the belief that New

Testament preaching would bring
results similar to those recorded in

the New Testament. There was
tremendous responses to Christ’s
invitation from the very beginning,
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STEPS OF SALVATION

and he baptized a thousand
persons the first year.The gospel
plan of salvation preached first by
Scott was soon adopted by other

evangelists with no less
stimulating results.” Mattox, p-338-339
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Alexander Campbell
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THE FIRST DEBATE
Alexander Campbell held his first
debate in 1820 against a Seceder

preacher by the name of John
Walker on the subjects and actions
of baptism. Hs second debate was
with W.L. McCalla in 1823 on the

same subject.
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CAMPBELL ON DEBATES
“Public discussion is , we are
convinced, one of the means of

propagatingthe truth and of
exposing error in doctrine or

practice. We now reap the benefits
of public debates of former times,

and we have witnessed the
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CAMPBELL ON DEBATES
beneficial results of those in our

own time. And we are fully
persuaded that a week’s debating
is worth a year’s preaching, such

as we generally have, for the
purpose of spreading truth and

putting error out of commission.”
Mattox, p-333
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THOMAS CAMPBELL
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THOMAS CAMPBELL

Not long after the Brush Run
church was established, Thomas

Campbell sold his property in
Western Pennsylvania and moved

to Ohio. He purchased a farm there
and his two daughters and their
husbands moved with them to

work the farm. 22



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

remained at Brush Run and
continued working his farm and
filling appointments to preach in
the surrounding area, sometimes
at considerable distances from

home. A knowledge of the
principles of the Restoration were

thus more widely extended. 23



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

On the 13th of September,1813,
another daughter was born and
was named Eliza Ann. Another

daughter was born to the family on
November 20, 1815. They named
her Maria Louisa. On January 17,
1818, another daughter,Lavina,

was born. 24



ALEXANDER CAMPBELL

He was asked to preach at Cross
Creek, Pennsylvania on August 31,
1816. He preached on Romans 8:3,
‘For what the law could not do, in

that it was weak through the flesh,
God sending his own Son in the

likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh.’25



BY COMPARISON

Rom. 8:3 The law was without power
because the law was made weak by

our sinful selves. But God did what the
law could not do. God sent his own Son
to earth with the same human life that
other people use for sin. God sent his
Son to earth to be an offering to pay
for sin. So God used a human life to

condemn (destroy) sin. (EVD)
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“SERMON ON THE LAW”

On this occasion there was a large
crowd present, seated under the
trees which lined the borders of a
creek. We pick up the narrative by

West. “This was the famous
‘Sermon on the Law,’which

created such excitement
27



“SERMON ON THE LAW”

subsequently in the Baptist
community.Even during its
delivery, as soon as Elder

Pritchard and some other opposed
preachers perceived its drift, they
used every means openly to show

their dissatisfaction.
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“SERMON ON THE LAW”

A lady in the congregationhaving
fainted, Elder Pritchard came into
the stand, called out some of the

preachers,and created great
disturbance in the congregation,
as if with a design of preventing

the people from hearing.
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“SERMON ON THE LAW”

After the commotion subsided,
however,Mr.Campbell soon
regained the attention of the

audience, which he kept to the
close. At the intermission, Mr.

Pritchard called out Elders Estep,
Wheeler and others, and said to
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“SERMON ON THE LAW”

them, ‘This will never do. This is
not our doctrine. We cannot let this
pass without a public protest from

the Association.’” Mr.Campbell
later published his discourse in

pamphlet form.
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“SERMON ON THE LAW”

“The sermon, containing nothing
but plain Scripture teaching in
reference to the law and the

gospel, was so bold an assault
upon the theology and style of

preaching used at that time
amongst the Baptist, that it

32



“SERMON ON THE LAW”

created an extraordinary sensation.
Those unfriendly to Mr.Campbell
succeeded in ‘bringing him up for
trial and condemnation at the next

Association meeting at Peter’s
Creek in 1817.’” Richardson, p-479

(For teaching that the Law of Moses does not apply
to us today.)
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SEPARATION

“Meanwhile, step by step, the
advocates of restoration found

themselves being driven farther
and farther from Baptist ranks.
Some had begun to doubt the

propriety of having such
associations. In Kentucky,the

North District Association found
34



SEPARATION

Elder John Smith guilty of preaching
‘Campbellism.’ At the meeting of

1827 three charges were leveled at
Smith. He was charged with using

Campbell’s translation called,
‘Living Oracles,’of saying, ‘I

immerse you,’ instead of ‘I baptize
you,’ and of administering
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SEPARATION

the Lord’s Supper in such a way
that he allowed the communicants
to break the loaf for themselves.

Without waiting to be singled out,
Smith arose and said, ‘I plead
guilty to them all.’ Within the

Boones Creek area, the story was
36



SEPARATION

the same. The Regular Baptist
would become ‘corrupted’ by the

influence of the teachings of
Campbell. The Association would
divide, and that part made up of

the Advocates of restoration
would soon dissolve itself.”

West, p-73
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PUBLICATIONS

Alexander Campbell began
publishing the “Christian Baptist”
in 1823. By 1829, Campbell began

to be concerned lest the name
“Christian Baptist” be applied as a

party name to those advocating
restoration. He determined at
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PUBLICATIONS

once to drop the paper,and put the
name out of existence. He thought
it best to cease publication of the
Christian Baptist at the close of

1829 and begin another paper.So,
on Jan.4, 1830, Campbell became

the editor of the Millennial
Harbinger. 39



PUBLICATIONS

Campbell believed in the
millennium. His view was that the
millennium was a period of time

when the ‘nations of this world are
all to become the kingdom of our
King- they are all to submit to his

government, and to feel the
40



PUBLICATIONS

benign and blissful influence of his
scepter.” (MH, Vol.I, Num.2, Feb.1, 1830, pp-53-58)

He believed that eventually
Christianity would triumph over the

whole world and the influence of
Christ would be preeminent. West,

Vol. I, pp-70-71
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In 1819 Thomas Campbell moved
his family from Burlington,

Kentuckyback to Washington
County, Pennsylvania, because
he was not allowed to preach to

blacks without another white
present. He and his son were

hired to teach at Buffalo
Seminary as well as both were

farming.
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OTHER EARLY
PIONEER

PREACHERS
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William K. Pendleton
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William K. Pendleton

“He was educated at the University
of Virginia and began his teaching
tenure at Bethany College in 1841.
He served as Vice President and,

after the death of Alexander
Campbell, President of the college.

He was married and widowed to two
of Campbell’s daughters.
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William K. Pendleton

His work with the college and the
paper continued and as Campbell

grew more feeble,Pendleton
stepped into his place. In 1864
Campbell turned the Harbinger

over to Pendleton who continued
its publication until 1870.”

West, p-94
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William K. Pendleton

“After the war between the States,
when the state of West Virginia

was formed, Pendleton was called
upon for active political services.

Both the Democratic and
Republicans conventions of his

district nominated him to be their
representative in the state’s
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William K. Pendleton
Constitutional Convention in 1872.

The following year he was State
Superintendent of Public Schools,
which office he held for years. His
last years were spent in Florida,
although he continued to make
trips to Bethany. He bought an

orange grovenear Eustis. He died
in 1899” West, p-94 50



David S. Burnett
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David S. Burnett

He was born in Dayton, Ohio on July
6, 1808. He was considered an
outstanding speaker and edited
several brotherhood papers. In

1845 he inaugurated the American
Christian Bible Society which
created many problems and

ultimately division.
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Ben Franklin
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Ben Franklin

“ It is not exaggeratingin the least
to say that after the death of

Alexander Campbell in 1866, the
most prominent man in the
brotherhood was Benjamin

Franklin.” West, p-99
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Ben Franklin

was born on February 1, 1812 in
Noble County, Ohio to Joseph and
Mary Franklin. In 1833 the family

moved to Henry County and there
became acquainted with Samuel
Rogers.Up till that time the family
had shown no interest in religion.
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Ben Franklin

Ben was baptized by Samuel Rogers
and then began preparing himself
to preach. “To the averagelistener
in those early days he doubtlessly
appeared to have little prospects
as a preacher.His education was
very limited and his grammar was

poor.”West, p-101 56



Ben Franklin

“John Langley,one of Indiana’s
early pioneer preachers,often

went to hear Franklin, and was one
of his severe critics. Franklin had
unconsciously formed the habit of

saying, ‘My dear friends and
brethering’ and he always had the

ing on it.
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Ben Franklin

Langley took a piece of paper and
a pin at one meeting and made a

hole for every time Franklin
repeated this phrase. At the

conclusion of the sermon, he
counted one hundred and fifty

holes.” West, p-101-102
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“Yet, despite this early handicap,
Ben Franklin developed into one of
the most powerful proclaimers of
the ancient gospel ever known on

American soil. He gained wide
fame as an editor and a debater,
yet in the pulpit he came as near

representing perfection as a
gospel preacher that could be

found. West, p-101
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Tolbert Fanning 60



TOLBERT FANNING

61

Unquestionably,he was the most
influential preacher in the

Southland before the War between
the States. In personal appearance

he had the advantage being six
foot six and usually weighing in at

two-hundred-forty pounds.



TOLBERT FANNING
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Tolbert was born May 10, 1810 in
Cannon County, Tennessee.

Around 1818 the family moved to
Lauderdale County, Alabama. His
mother was a Baptist but when he
was 17 years old, B.F.Hall came

into the county to preach. Fanning
came forward and was baptized.



TOLBERT FANNING
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He immediately began to try to
preach. A lady told him, “Brother
Fanning, you’ll never be able to
preach, and will always run your

legs too far through your breeches.
Do go home and go to plowing.”



TOLBERT FANNING
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She lived to see the day when he
could hold an audience’s rapt
attention for three hours. T.B.

Larrimore said of him: “Tolbert
Fanning was, in some respects, a

preacher without a peer.”



TOLBERT FANNING

65

Once when traveling with his wife
through Russellville, Alabama

when his buggy broke down. He
was told it would take several days

to fix it so he decided to hold a
Gospel Meeting there. That week

he baptized twenty.



TOLBERT FANNING
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He was president of Franklin College
throughout its existence. In 1855
he started the Gospel Advocate
which is still one of the leading

papers of the brotherhood. He died
in Nashville on May 3, 1874.



WHAT
OF….

Jacob Creath
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OF….

T.M.Allen
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OF….

Samuel Rogers
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OF….

John T.Johnson
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PIONEER PREACHERS

And - J. B. Ferguson, Sandy E.
Jones, J.K. Speer,John Mulkey,
J.M. Barnes and W.H. Wharton?
And later J.W.McGarvey, David

Lipscomb, P.S.Fall, B.F.Hall,
Robert Milligan, and Jesse Sewell?
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PROGRESS

“Down to the year 1827, the
Campbell's had established only

two churches- Brush Run and
Wellsburg.By 1836 D.S.Burnett

remarked that the disciples
numbered over one hundred

thousand and ranked as the fourth
largest body in the nation.”

West, p-129
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PROGRESS

“In 1850 a writer in the
Ecclesiastical Reformer reports

the total number of disciples to be
over two hundred thousand, but
others put the number as high as

three hundred thousand.”
West, p-129
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PROGRESS

Alexander Campbell wrote in 1851,
“The territory over which the

doctrine of the reformation has
been more or less diffused, within

one quarter of a century, is
unprecedented in any age known

in history or to me.” West, p-129
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PROGRESS

“B.F.Hall went to Texas in 1849. He
wrote- ‘The people of Texas,

among whom I have traveled and
preached, are hospitable,

intelligent, independent, every
man claiming the right to believe

and act for himself in religion.
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PROGRESS

I have never seen a people more
ready to hear and obey the gospel.

I know of no country which
presents so fine a prospect for
usefulness as Texas just now.’”

Millennial Harbinger,February,1850
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PROGRESS

“As evidence of the extent to which
the reformatory principles had
been circulated, it may be here

added that he (Alexander
Campbell) had previously received
a letter from New Zealand, dated

March 21, 1845,
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PROGRESS

informing him of the organization
of a church there in the town of

Nelson, and desiring an additional
supply of his writings to be

forwarded. The letter, its transit by
way of New South Wales and the
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PROGRESS

Cape of Good Hope to Great
Britain and thence to America, had

been carried about twenty
thousand miles, and was one year

and six weeks in reaching its
destination in Bethany.”

Richardson, p-542
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PROGRESS

In 1828 the church in Noah Springs,
Kentuckyhad 28 members. Two

years later they were ninety.

“In 1830 their service is described
as follows:
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Noah Springs, KY 1830

‘They have done away with their
monthly Saturday meetings, and
now meet every first day of the
week. Their order is as follows;

After meeting early, say nine or ten
o’clock, they engage in singing
hymns of praise to their exalted

King.
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Noah Springs, KY 1830

Next, an appropriate prayer is
offered by one of the Elders or

Bishops (for they have four
selected from among themselves),
an opportunity is then afforded to

anyone who wishes to make a
profession of their faith in Jesus as

the Messiah.
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Noah Springs, KY 1830

If any come forward upon such
profession, they are immersed in
the name of the Father,Son, and

Holy Spirit; and then they are
received into the congregationas
fellow disciples. One of the elders

then instructs the congregation
from some portion of the Holy
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Noah Springs, KY 1830
Oracles. Afterwards an exhortation

by one of the others is delivered.
The Deacons then prepare and

furnish the table. One of the Elders,
after singing an appropriate hymn,
prays and then breaks the bread.
In like manner the wine is poured;

and all who have been legally
naturalized, and 85



Noah Springs, KY 1830

deport themselves as disciples, are
authorized to participate, without

regard to any human theory of ism,
to commemorate and show forth
the Lord’s death. A hymn is then

sung, and the brethren greet each
other as fellow disciples, by the

shake of the hand, and then retire.”
West, p-132 86



PROGRESS

The church was established in New
York City prior to 1842; in

Philadelphia in 1848, Baltimore
1840, Washington DC 1843,
several in Virginia by 1845.

“By 1852 Ohio had over twenty
thousand members.” West, p-134
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PROGRESS

Tolbert Fanning: “Through all parts
of Alabama, Mississippi, and

Tennessee we passed, there is a
great lack of godly intelligence and

godly piety. The people are
generally intelligent on other

matters, and friendly disposed,
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PROGRESS

but the blessings of the pure and
spiritual religion of the Bible are

but imperfectly enjoyed. A hundred
able and humble preachers are

needed where there is but one to
be found at present.”

Christian Review,1844
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PROGRESS

“The restoration movement in
Georgia in some ways antedates

that led by the Campbells in
other states. There were men in
Georgia pleading for restoration

who had never heard of
Alexander Campbell or Barton W.

Stone. 90



PROGRESS

Christian Herman Dasher was one
such man. Dasher himself was

very much dissatisfied with
religious division and began to

search the Scriptures on all
subjects, but especially upon the

subject of baptism. While
studying 91



PROGRESS

the Bible, he chanced to meet a
Mrs. Threadcraft of Savannah,

who told him of a preacher in her
city by the name of S.C. Dunning,
who had formerly been a Baptist

but who was now pleading for the
Bible religion.

92



PROGRESS

Dasher went to Savannah, talked
to Dunning, and was baptized.
After returning home, Dasher

baptized his wife, his wife’s sister
and her husband. This group

began holding services as early
as 1819.” West, p-142

93



94



CRISIS 1845

“Tolbert Fanning wrote, in the
Christian Review,that an apostasy
had developed in the Restoration

Movement. Preachers were
seeking popularity and worldly
gain instead of preaching the

word. He reported that they were
even talking of their “brethren”
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CRISIS 1845

in the denominations. He said,
‘They have evidently stopped at
first principles, and have, from

ignorance of the spiritual
organization, practices and

enjoyments of God’s empire.’He
said the church was not blameless

in this.” West, p-130
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CRISIS 1846

“In 1846 The Reformer,edited by
Ben Franklin, came out with a

picture of this darker side… He
bemoans the fact that that the

restoration has come to a dead
halt, an observation which

doubtlessly was overstated.
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CRISIS 1846

Franklin gave five reasons for the
lack of progress: 1) Great political

excitement, 2) Second advent
excitement, 3) Lack of faith among
disciples, 4) Many good preachers

had left the field, 5) Preaching
lacked zeal, scriptural argument,
as in the former years. West, p-131
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CONFIDENCE1856

“We have seen the workings of this
cause during the last twenty years and

have carefully considered its history
since the first effort in the United
States, to call the attention of the

people to original Christianity, as well
as the rise of Christianity in Jerusalem

at the beginning. We have also
99



CONFIDENCE1856

carefully considered the means
employed to oppose it, and impede its
progress, and we are well prepared to
say that it is the cause of God, and that

it can be successfully maintained,
defended, and extended, in defiance of

all opposition. There is not cause on
earth that can stand before it.”

Benjamin Franklin, American Christian Review , 1856
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COOPERATION

“The term , ‘cooperation’, obviously
indicates a working together for

some specific purpose. The great
question among the pioneers was,
how and in what manner can the

various congregationswork
together to convert the world?”

West, p-151
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COOPERATION

“The church in Nashville, Tennessee
very early had its own misgivings

about these cooperative
organizations.A number of

brethren met in the church house
in January, 1842, to discuss
cooperation. At the end they

reached the following conclusions:
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COOPERATION

• That there is positive scriptural
authority for every religious work

that is well pleasing to God.
• That the church of Christ is the

only divinely consecrated
organization on earth for

“Christian labor.”
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COOPERATION

• That there is positive scriptural
authority for every religious work

that is well pleasing to God.
• That the church of Christ is the

only divinely consecrated
organization on earth for

“Christian labor.”
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COOPERATION

3) All other organizations through
which men propose to perform

spiritual labor tend but to
obscure, discredit, and subvert

the reign of the Messiah.”

Gospel Advocate, 1866
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COOPERATION

“Encouragements in cooperative
efforts were not long in having
their effect. Organized efforts
sprang up like magic over the

nation. In Virginia, district
cooperations were begun as

early as 1831. At the close of a
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COOPERATION

protracted meeting in Jackson,
Illinois, in 1843, it was decided to
start a cooperation meeting. The

Illinois state meeting was held
two years later.In 1839 a

Cooperation Meeting was held in
Richmond, Virginia,
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COOPERATION

representing twenty-five
congregations.The same year,

the first state meeting of the
churches in Indiana was

organized. A convention of South
Kentuckychurches was

organized in 1842. The same year
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COOPERATION

a convention in northern Missouri
was organized, and also the

same year an organization was
formed at Warrensville,Ohio. The
list could be extended but these

are enough to convey that
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COOPERATION

the general trend in the
brotherhood was more and more

toward organizations outside the
church to do the work of the

church.”
West, p-164
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COOPERATION

The concept and controversy of
churches cooperating together to

support a project surfaced again in
the 1950’s. At issue were the Herald
of Truth television program and the

support of orphan homes. This
caused widespread division. We will

consider this at a later date.
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A preacher was asked to conduct a
grave-side service for a homeless

man who would be the first in a
new cemetery. Being lost, he saw a

backhoe, with workerseating
lunch. Assuming this was the place
and the vault was in the grave,he

told the workershe would not hold
them up long. The workers

gathered around the grave and
stood silently. 113



The preacher spoke about “looking
forward to a brighter tomorrow,”

and the “glory that is to come.” The
workersbegan to say “Amen,

Praise the Lord,” and “Glory.” He
finally closed the service, thanked

the men and left. As he was
leaving, he overheard, “I never

seen nothing like that before, and I
been putting in septic tanks for

thirty years.” 114


