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NOTICE

I realize it is somewhat boring, but 

the reason we are reading so 

many quotes is for credibility. It’s 

much like a research paper; no 

plagiarism- give credit! I don’t 

want you to think that I am just 

making these stories up.
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REMEMBER !

Eusebius (4th century historian) 

Men“…drawing away many of the 
church, seducing them into their 
opinions, each one endeavoring to 
introduce his own innovations 
regarding the truth.” p-195
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THE CRUSADES 1100-1300
“The Crusades were a series of 

wars by Western European 

Christians to recapture the Holy 

Land from the Muslims. They were 

first undertaken in 1096 and ended 

in the late 13th century.” Encarta

They were failures. 
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OPPOSITION 

“Conditions being what they were 

during the period generally 

referred to as the dark ages in 

Western Europe, the Catholic 

church was in supreme control. All 

opposition groups were 

annihilated, and no adequate 
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OPPOSITION 

records remained of their work and 

teaching. We have sufficient 

evidence, however, to know that 

there were groups opposed to the 

papacy in every generation. We 

believe that the true 

undenominational church of Christ
29



OPPOSITION 

- The Eternal Kingdom- continued 

throughout this entire period. The 

‘gates of Hades did not prevail 

against it.’ It is not necessary to 

maintain apostolic succession in 

order to know that we are 

members of the church today.”
Mattox, p-238
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OPPOSITION 

“Opposition to the Roman bishop 

began very early. Hippolytus (160-

235) opposed very strongly the 

arrogances of the Roman bishop 

of his day. He started a 

congregation in Rome which 

opposed three men that were later 

called popes. 31



OPPOSITION 

It is interesting that the Catholic 

church, in spite of this, later 

canonized Hippolytus as a saint. 

From this beginning there 

continued strong opposition to the 

claims of the Roman bishops.”
Mattox, p-203
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OPPOSITION 

MONTANISTS 150 AD: Followers of 

Montanus regarded him as the 

reincarnation of the Paraclete 

(Holy Spirit). They believed in 

progressive revelation and that the 

church was not completed in the 

days of the Apostles. Fisher, p-58
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OPPOSITION 

NOVATIANS 200-300 AD: This 

group taught that if a person fell 

away from the faith it would be 

impossible to receive him back 

into the fellowship. They also 

believed that the water of baptism 

itself washed away sins.”
Mattox, p-207
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OPPOSITION 

DONATISTS 300-500 AD: They, like 

the Novations, declared that  rigid 

discipline was necessary to 

preserve the purity of the church. 

They practiced infant baptism and 

were very intolerant of any one 

opposed to their views.” Fisher, 109
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OPPOSITION 

PAULICANS 700-800 AD: This 

group did not baptize infants but 

baptized adults by sprinkling them 

three times. They did not oppose 

marriage but discarded the 

sacraments. They accepted the 

four gospels and most of the 

epistles. Fisher, p-162  
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OPPOSITION 

ALBIGENSES 900-1200 AD: The 

term Albigenses applied to a large 

number of sects in Southern 

France who opposed Catholicism. 

Although these sects differed 

greatly among themselves, most of 

them agreed in rejecting marriage
38



OPPOSITION 

ALBIGENSES 900-1200 AD: as 

fornication and an ordinance of the 

devil. They denied that Christ and 

the Apostles actually healed the 

bodies of men. Most of them 

agreed that the Old Testament was 

written by the Devil.” Mattox, p-207
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OPPOSITION 

PETRO-BRUSIANS 1200-1300 AD: 

Information regarding the doctrine 

of Peter of Bruys is very scant, 

consisting of what the persecutors 

said concerning him. It is stated 

they rejected infant baptism and 

the papacy. In his objection
40



OPPOSITION 

PETRO-BRUSIANS 1200-1300 AD: 

to the doctrine of 

transubstantiation he rejected the 

ordinance of the Lord’s Supper 

altogether. Discontented with the 

treatment they received, they 

stormed the city of Zara and set up 

an emperor of their own. Fisher, p-194
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OPPOSITION 

WALDESIANS 1300+ AD: The 

followers of Peter Waldo were 

hesitant to break from the doctrine 

of the Catholic church and 

continued to hold to the practice of 

infant baptism and the doctrine of 

transubstantiation. They gradually
42



OPPOSITION 

WALDESIANS 1300+ AD: moved 

toward Protestantism, and their 

successors who have remained 

until today in the Alps, are 

substantially Presbyterian in their 

doctrine and organization. They 

were noted for their attachment
43



OPPOSITION 

WALDESIANS 1300+ AD: to the 

Scriptures and their zeal for purity 

of life. “The Waldenses…denied 
the exclusive right of the clergy to 
teach the gospel, and who, where 
ever they went, kindled among the 

people the desire to read the 
Bible.” Fisher, p-272
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THE REFORMERS 

John Wyclif (1324-1384)
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THE REFORMERS 
John Wyclif (1324-1384)

“John Wyclif was born in 1324. He 

won early distinction at Oxford, 

and , after holding several 

honorable positions at the 

university, became doctor of 

theology. In his writings he 

repeatedly attacked the practices
47



THE REFORMERS
John Wyclif  (1324-1384)

of the monks. He stood forth in the 

character of a champion of civil 

and kingly authority against papal 

encroachments. He boldly taught 

that papal decree has no validity 

except so far as it is founded on 

the Scriptures. He urged that
48



THE REFORMERS
John Wyclif (1324-1384)

clergy be forbidden to interfere 

with civil affairs and temporal 

authority. His teaching was 

condemned and suppressed at the 

university. He also advocated a 

simpler form of Church worship. 

The greatest service he did for the
49



THE REFORMERS 
John Wyclif  (1324-1384)

English people was his translation 

of the Bible. His philosophical and 

doctrinal teachings had an 

influence, indirect perhaps, yet 

important upon the religious 

history of Bohemia.” Fisher, p-274
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THE REFORMERS 

John Huss (1369-1415)
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THE REFORMERS 
John Huss (1369-1415)

“The writings of Wyclif had been 

brought over to the university at 

Prague, and had found there 

enthusiastic expounders. At the 

head of this rising party stood 

John Huss, who was drawn to the 

English reformer by their common  
52



THE REFORMERS 
John Huss (1369-1415)

zeal for the purification of the 

church. In 1402 Huss was 

appointed to preach at the new 

Bethlehem Chapel, which had 

been founded in order that the 

common people might hear the 

word of God in their own tongue.
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THE REFORMERS 
John Huss (1369-1415)

He was a clear and fervent 

preacher. His words and his life 

manifested a heart-felt zeal for 

practical holiness. He preached a 

lofty conception of the functions 

and duties of the clergy, and 

exalted the Scriptures above the
54



THE REFORMERS 
John Huss (1369-1415)

dogmas and ordinances of the 

Church. In these characteristics 

Huss was not excelled by any 

other ecclesiastical reformer, 

before or since. Huss was first 

sent to exile and then executed on 

July 6, 1415.” Fisher, p-276
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THE REFORMERS 

John Wessel (1420-1489)
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THE REFORMERS 
John Wessel (1420-1489)

“There were other men, less 

renowned, however, than Wyclif 

and Huss, who attacked the 

system of mediaeval Christianity in 

some of its principle features. 

Among these were John Wessel, a 

teacher of theology at several
58



THE REFORMERS 
John Wessel (1420-1489)

of the leading universities, who 

clearly and earnestly set forth the 

doctrine of salvation by faith alone, 

and argued against the alleged 

infallibility of bishops and pontiffs. 

He avowed so many of these 

beliefs which later became the 
59



THE REFORMERS 
John Wessel (1420-1489)

fundamental tenets of the 

reformers, that Luther declared 

that if he had read sooner the 

works of Wessel, it might have 

been plausibly said by his enemies 

that he had borrowed everything 

from them.” Fisher, p-276
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THE REFORMERS 

Jerome Savonarola (1420-1498)
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THE REFORMERS 
Jerome Savonarola (1420-1498)

“Another of these men was Jerome 

Savonarola, whose interest lay 

much less in doctrinal reform than 

in the purification of morals. Born 

at Ferrara, and destined for the 

study of medicine, he became 

disgusted and alarmed at the
62



THE REFORMERS 
Jerome Savonarola (1420-1498)

wickedness which he beheld 

everywhere about him, and 

entered the Dominican order. His 

first attempt at preaching in 

Florence, whither he had gone in 

1482, produced little effect upon 

the luxurious and pleasure-loving
63



THE REFORMERS 
Jerome Savonarola (1420-1498)

inhabitants of that city. But he was 

not daunted by this failure. AS his 

sense of the corruption of society 

became keener, he stood forth as 

a preacher of righteousness and of 

judgment speedily to come. 

Florence, which at first would not
64



THE REFORMERS 
Jerome Savonarola (1420-1498)

listen to him, at length filled the 

cathedral with awe-struck 

hearers. And yet, though 

Savonarola had seemly wrought a 

religious and moral revolution in 

the city, he had prepared the way 

for his own destruction.
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THE REFORMERS 
Jerome Savonarola (1420-1498)

His enemies finally succeeded in 

discrediting him and in procuring 

his arrest. He was soon brought to 

trial and condemned to death. On 

May 23, 1498, with two of his 

followers, he was hanged, then 

burned, and his ashes thrown into 

the Arno.” Fisher, p-277
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PROTESTANT REFORMATION

“The sixteenth century witnessed 

the beginning of the ‘Protestant 

Reformation.’ Many sects sprang 

up in all parts of the civilized 

world; new religious societies 

were formed; tumults, wars, 

persecutions, murders
77



PROTESTANT REFORMATION

and other heinous crimes too 

numerous and dreadful to mention. 

Many of the old doctrines were 

revived; distinctive ‘religious 

organizations’ were formed giving 

us the ‘Denominations’ with their 

various and sundry differences.”
Klingman, p-45
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PROTESTANT REFORMATION

“The Reformation may be viewed in 

two aspects. On the one hand it is 

a religious revolution affecting the 

beliefs, the rites, the ecclesiastical 

organization of the Church, and 

the form of Christian life. On the 

other hand, it is a great movement 
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PROTESTANT REFORMATION

in which sovereigns and nations 

are involved; the occasion of wars 

and treaties; the close of an old, 

and the introduction of a new, 

period in the history of culture and 

civilization. Unquestionably the 

hero of the Reformation was 

Martin Luther. Fisher, p-290 80



MARTIN LUTHER

1483- 1546
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MARTIN LUTHER

Martin Luther was born into a 

peasant home in Eisleben, Saxony 

in 1483. He attended common 

schools and received his 

Bachelors Degree in 1502 and his 

Masters in 1505. His post-graduate 

work was done under free-thinking 

instructors. His father intended    82



MARTIN LUTHER

him to go into law but he became 

more interested in the salvation of 

his soul and thus entered a 

monastery. Later, after receiving 

his Doctors degree in 1512, he was 

appointed professor at the 

University of Wittenberg and also 

served as parish priest. 83



INDULGENCES

“In 1517 John Tetzel, a hawker of 

indulgences, the proceeds of 

which were to help pay for the 

building of St. Peter’s Church in 

Rome, appeared in the 

neighborhood of Wittenberg. To 

persuade the people to buy his 

spiritual wares, he told them84



INDULGENCES

that as soon as their money clinked 

in the bottom of the chest the souls 

of their deceased friends forthwith 

went up to heaven. Luther was so 

struck with the enormity of this 

traffic that he determined to stop 

it. He preached against it, and on 

October 31, 1517, he posted85



INDULGENCES

on the door of the Church of All 

Saints at Wittenberg, his ninety-

five thesis (proposals), relating to the 

doctrine and practice of selling 

indulgencies. Luther had not 

thought of throwing off his 

allegiance to the Catholic church 

but rather to correct error. 86



INDULGENCES

Even his thesis were only 

propositions propounded for 

academic debate, according to the 

custom in medieval universities. It 

was only by degrees that he came 

to perceive how groundless were 

the papal pretensions, and how 

incompatible the traditional 87



INDULGENCES

theory of Church authority was 

with his interpretation of the 

gospel. ‘Oh,’ he exclaims, ‘with 

what anxiety and labor, with what 

searching of the Scriptures, have I 

justified myself, in conscience, in 

standing up alone against the 

pope.’” Fisher, p-293
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MARTIN LUTHER

Luther was excommunicated from 

the church by papal order in 1520. 

When challenged by the Empire at 

the Diet (legislative assembly) of Worms 

(Germany) he responded by saying, 

“Here I stand; I can do naught else. 

God help me. Amen.” He was 

banned by the Roman government 

in 1521 .
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MARTIN LUTHER

“Although Luther was now legally 

an outlaw, under the 

condemnation of the Church and 

of the Empire, he was safe as long 

as he stayed in Saxony. While 

there he busied himself chiefly 

with his translation of the New 

Testament, the first portion of94



MARTIN LUTHER

that version of the whole Bible 

which, aside from its value in the 

religious education of the people, 

created an epoch in the history of 

the German tongue. On June 13, 

1525, Luther married Katherine 

von Bora, who had formerly been a 

nun of the Cistercian order. Fisher, p-30195
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MARTIN LUTHER

“From the beginning Luther had not 

desired separation from the 

Catholic church, but his principles 

later forced him into a complete 

break. The Lutherans at first did 

not claim to have established any 

new church. 
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MARTIN LUTHER

They, rather, worked to eliminate 

the unscriptural doctrine and 

practice of the Catholic church 

and, through Reformation, return 

to the church as it had existed 

before the development of 

Romanism.” Mattox, p-252 99



MARTIN LUTHER

He died in 1546 of natural causes.

“He laid down the four basic 

principles of Protestantism.                

1) Justification by faith;                   

2) The priesthood of all believers; 

3) The right of the individual to 

interpret the Scriptures;
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MARTIN LUTHER

4) The final authority in religion is 

the Scripture itself, rather than the 

authority of the church. These 

principles were spread in many 

ways and soon the Reformation 

had taken foothold in all of the 

Western European states.”
Mattox, p-252 101



MARTIN LUTHER

“The early leaders of the Reformation in 

Europe had no intention of forming 

denominational churches. Luther told 

his followers to call themselves 

Christians- not Lutherans. Yet the 

followers of these great men 

crystallized their progress by 

institutionalizing their fellowship.”
Mattox, p-311 102
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A substitute teacher was observed 

with his forehead against a locker 

muttering, “How did you get 

yourself into this?” Thinking he 

was about to have a breakdown 

another teacher asked, “Are you 

ok? Can I help?” He lifted his head 

and replied, “I’ll be fine as soon as 

I get this kid out of this locker.”
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