
1



CHURCH
HISTORY

2



3



REFERENCES

The Church of Christ, Everett Ferguson
Secrets of the Bible, 3/08

Spiritual Sword, 10/2000,7/2007

4



5



6



7



8

U S News &
World Report

March 2008



“Six in ten Americans
surveyed consider

biblical accounts to be
true, word for word.”
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INTRODUCTION

10

“War and peace, exile and
homecoming, destruction and

rebuilding, loss and rediscovery-
all these themes can be found in
the pages of the Bible. Dramatic,

even catastrophic events are



INTRODUCTION
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conjured up; exile from Eden,
enslavement in Egypt, the Exodus,

destruction of the Temple, the
Crucifixion and Resurrection.
Recounted in vivid and poetic

words, these stories still have the
power to move our souls.”

Amy Bernstein



READING THE BIBLE
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“In recent years, we have reached
a new understanding of how the

Bible was composed, who wrote it,
and what it means. Why is that?

Lots of specific things have
changed modern thinking about
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the Bible. We know a lot more about
the ancient Near East, mostly

because scholars over the last two
centuries have succeeded in

deciphering thousands of texts
from ancient Babylon and Assyria,
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Egypt, Turkey, and other places.
These texts tell us about the

history of the region, the religious
beliefs of Israel’s neighbors, their

laws and literature, as well as
mundane concerns in daily life.
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Archaeologists have also
contributed a great deal: Their

excavations have uncovered not
only ancient texts but whole cities

and temples, statues and
paintings. Also biblical scholars
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themselves, through careful
analysis of different parts of the

Bible, now know a lot more about
how different biblical books were

composed, when they were
written, and by whom.”
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“With all the new information we have
about the Bible, can it still be divine

revelation?”

18

“Modern scholarship has
absolutely nothing to say about
whether the Bible is the Word of

God or not. There is simply no way
anyone can look at a biblical story

or law or



“With all the new information we have
about the Bible, can it still be divine

revelation?”
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even an individual word and say,
‘This is authentically divine,’ or,

‘This is merely human.’ Words are
words, after all, they don’t come

with little flags identifying them as
divine or human.



“With all the new information we have
about the Bible, can it still be divine

revelation?”

20

For a lot of people, including some
biblical scholars, the Bible is just

another ancient Near Eastern text
or collection of texts. But for a

great many Jews and Christians, it
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revelation?”
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continues to play the role it has
always played: It is the book, the

great revelation of God’s way with
human beings, his guide for

leading a life in keeping with his
will, and the path to salvation.”

James Kugel, p-15
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While we are pleased to see
books and magazines published

about the validity of the Bible,
those publication still contains a

lot of “humanist” ideas.



THE MYSTERY OF MIRACLES
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“Imagine this: In the midst of a
terrible storm, hundreds of
thousands of Israelite men,

women, and children are hurriedly
crossing a narrow, exposed reef
across the Red Sea. Water has
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receded from it temporarily, owing
to the gale-force winds. Behind

them, in determined pursuit,
follows the Egyptian army, with
chariots and infantry. But soon
after the Israelites reach terra
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firma on the far side of the sea,
the wind dies, and millions of cubic

feet come rushing back over the
reef, trapping the Egyptians and

swallowing them up in mid-
crossing.



THE MYSTERY OF MIRACLES
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Did this astounding event actually
happen? Was it a supernatural

phenomenon or a natural
occurrence that has been
embellished over time by a
succession of storytellers?

P-84
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It seems that we simply cannot
accept the Bible miracles at face
value. We have to explain them in
the context of our finite, human

experiences.



“Miracles and Action
Explanations”
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“The theistic explanation (i.e., that
God is directly responsible for a

seemingly miraculous event), it is
now argued, is not simply a weak
or mistaken explanation; it is no



“Miracles and Action
Explanations”
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explanation at all, for it cannot meet
the fundamental requirements

which give explanations of events
their meaning and validity.”

Charles B. Fethe, professor of philosophy and
religion at Kern University.
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“In that spirit, there have been
numerous attempts made to
demystify the miracles of the
Bible- which have fascinated

believers through the ages- in
purely scientific terms. Take the

story of the parting of the Red Sea.
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A few years ago, a new team…
attempted to find a scientific

explanation for how the sea could
have parted during the Israelites

Exodus from Egypt. After six
months of research and data
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analysis, they determined that it
could have been a natural

occurrence. Locating an area of
reef in the Red Sea that has been

identified as a possible site for the
crossing, they did a statistical
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analysis of winds and tides and
the time it would have required to
cross the reef. They determined
that if there was a very low tide

and very high winds, water could
have been blown off the reef

temporarily, long enough for the



THE MYSTERY OF MIRACLES

34

Israelites to pass over, and then
flooded back when the wind

stopped, quickly enough to drown
the Egyptians. The expedition

leader stated, ‘I am convinced that
God rules the Earth through the

laws of physics.’” p-86
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WALKING ON THE WATER
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In 2006 an oceanographer from
Florida State University and two
colleagues  conducted scientific

research using sophisticated
computer models and

oceanographic records to test
whether some entirely natural
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phenomena could have created
the impression that Jesus walked

on water. They focused their
research on Lake Kinneret, a body
of fresh water in Northern Israel,
which has salty springs along its

western edge near Tabgha, a



WALKING ON THE WATER

38

place where Jesus is thought to
have lived. “In a paper issued in
2006, the authors offer evidence

that the area underwent some
periods of extreme cold, quite

possibly during Jesus' lifetime. It is
feasible, they believe, that frozen
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sheets of ice created by a
freshwater spring could have

floated into the salty, unfrozen part
of the lake, creating a platform

solid enough to support a human
body, just under the surface of the

water. But after presenting the
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findings , the team left it at that,
saying, ‘As natural scientists, we

merely point out that unique
freezing processes probably

happened in that region several
times during the last 12,000

years.’” Secrets, p-86
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It seems that we simply cannot
accept the Bible miracles at face
value. We have to explain them in
the context of our finite, human

experiences.
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MIRACLES
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“So how do we reconcile the
scientific and rational position on

miracles with the evidence of
manifestly miraculous events? In
the end, the two poles of thinking
seem as irreconcilable as ever. In

an effort to resolve the inherent
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conflict between faith and reason
in the matter of judging whether
something is truly a miracle, the

religious philosopher and
renowned writer C.S. Lewis

devoted considerable space to the
topic. He argued that although
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we think we have a solid
understanding of nature, we may

nonetheless be limited in our
knowledge or perceptions; and so
there may be some things that we
cannot know. Therefore, he said,
even if we can’t definitively prove
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that miracles happen, it makes
sense that we cannot categorically

rule them out, either. ‘The real
reason why I can accept as
historical a story in which a

miracle occurs is that I have never
found any philosophical grounds
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for the universally negative
proposition that miracles don’t
happen.’ So in the end, Lewis

believed in miracles because he
was the author of a famous wager

that God exists even though it
cannot be proved rationally.”

Secrets, p-87
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THE COMMUNITY
CHURCH MOVEMENT
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“For the past several years it has
been clear that some are not

satisfied with the New Testament
church. There has been a

concentrated effort to make
changes in doctrine, practice, and

worship and to make the church
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more acceptable to the world.
Those who have spearheaded

these efforts generally have been
designated as ‘change agents’

because change is their goal. Not
all change agents are in

agreement in all points, but
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there are those among them who
want to change the role of women
in worship, music in worship, the
style and emphasis of preaching,
the attitude toward the Bible as

authority, the place of baptism for
the remission of sins, the distinct
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nature of the church, and the work
of the Holy Spirit.

The rationale behind these
proposed changes is that we must

have them in order to grow. We
are told that contemporary society

and our own young people are
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bored with the church. The solution
for this crisis is to discover the

needs of the people we are trying
to reach and then to adjust our

teaching and practice to
accommodate those needs.”

Alan E. Highers, 2000
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“The community church movement
is not unique to churches of Christ.

In fact, it has grown out of a
denominational background. The
chief models are the Willow Creek
Community Church in Illinois and

the Saddleback Community
Church in California.” IBID, p-2
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These general characteristics of
the rationale behind the

community church movement
were  listed in the March and

April, 2000 issues of the
Christian Chronicle, and the
October,2000 issue of The

Spiritual Sword.
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1) Contemporary music and what
might be called ‘upbeat worship.’
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1) Contemporary music and what
might be called ‘upbeat worship.’

2) Eliminating or diminishing the
name ‘church of Christ.’
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1) Contemporary music and what
might be called ‘upbeat worship.’

2) Eliminating or diminishing the
name ‘church of Christ.’

3) Casual emphasis on worship,
both in style and dress.
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4) Different kinds of leadership
model than ‘authoritarian

elders.’
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4) Different kinds of leadership
model than ‘authoritarian

elders.’
5) Praise teams and entertainment

orientation in worship.
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6) A greater emphasis on ‘self,’
including one’s own feelings and

emotions.
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6) A greater emphasis on ‘self,’
including one’s own feelings and

emotions.
7) De-emphasis on doctrine and the

restoration plea.
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6) A greater emphasis on ‘self,’
including one’s own feelings and

emotions.
7) De-emphasis on doctrine and the

restoration plea.
8) Less contact with mainline

churches of Christ.
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9) Division of existing congregations
in order to implement the

‘community’ model.
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9) Division of existing congregations
in order to implement the

‘community’ model.
10) A market-driven program, i.e.,

striving to provide what people
want or what they are seeking.
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Some consider the textbook for
the movement is this book The
Purpose Driven Church by Rick

Warren, pastor of the Saddleback
Valley Community Church.



69

“Saddleback church began in 1980
when founder Rick Warren and his
family moved from Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary in

Fort Worth, Texas to just south of
Los Angeles to begin the church.

The church now has 16,000 in
weekend worship services and list
11,200 on the active membership

roll.” . Jimmy Ferguson, SS, 10/2000
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QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP
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1) A personal commitment of faith
in Jesus Christ for salvation.
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1) A personal commitment of faith
in Jesus Christ for salvation;

2) baptism by immersion as a
testimony of salvation;
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1) A personal commitment of faith
in Jesus Christ for salvation;

2) baptism by immersion as a
testimony of salvation;

3) completion of the Church’s
membership class; and



SADDLEBACK
QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

73

4) a commitment to abide by the
membership covenant.
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“The officers of the Church shall be
a Senior Pastor, an Executive

Pastor and Chief Financial Officer.
The Senior Pastor will serve as the
President of the Church and shall
act as moderator of the Church.”
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“You must match your music to the
kind of people God wants your

church to reach. When selecting
the style of music that is going to

be used during your service, it
must be remembered that the
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Bible does not dictate a ‘correct’
kind of music. This is because God
wants the church to grow in every
culture, and he made people with

the capacity to express
themselves in many different
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musical ways. As long as you
worship ‘in spirit and in truth’

(Jn. 4:24), each local body is free
to adopt whichever style of music

best reaches the surrounding
community.”

web site- saddleback.com, purposedriven.com



WILLOW CREEK
ELDERS

78

“Willow Creek has had women
elders since its founding in the

early 1970’s. In the past year it has
demanded from its staff and

members an agreement to the
following statement written by a

woman elder:



WILLOW CREEK
ELDERS

79

‘We ask the participating members
at Willow Creek to affirm and

joyfully sit under the teaching of
women teachers…that they can

joyfully submit to the leadership of
women in various leadership
positions at Willow Creek.’”

willowcreek.org



80



MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
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“The presence of the community
church in Memphis is directly

attributable to two institutions: The
Harding Graduate School of

Religion and the Highland Street
Church of Christ.
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In the spring of 1994, a group of
leaders from Highland Street

church of Christ studied the need
to establish new churches in

Memphis. The result of the two and
half year investigation was the
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forming of the Memphis Church
Planting Ministry (MCPM) whose

purpose is to reach the spiritually
lost in Memphis by forming new,

reproducing congregations.”
Mike Hixson, SS, 10/2000
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The downtown church has
borrowed from denominationalism

by employing the use of a praise
team to replace the song leader,
the clapping of hands during the

singing, the presence of icons
(celebrities) in worship, and

testimonials from the
congregation.” Mike Hixson, SS, 10/2000
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1) Evangelism of the 1955-1982
generation in the Bear Creek

Basin.
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1) Evangelism of the 1955-1982
generation in the Bear Creek

Basin.
2) Contemporary, Dynamic

Worship Assemblies.
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1) Evangelism of the 1955-1982
generation in the Bear Creek

Basin.
2) Contemporary, Dynamic

Worship Assemblies.
3) Cell Church Structure for

Maturing Christians.
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4) Strengthening Christian Families.
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4) Strengthening Christian Families.

5) Use of Resources for the Poor
and Disadvantaged in Memphis.
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4) Strengthening Christian Families.

5) Use of Resources for the Poor
and Disadvantaged in Memphis.

6) Promotion of New Church Plants
in Memphis/Shelby County.



HUBBLE TELESCOPE 91



92



CHURCH GROWTH
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“Men among us, claiming expertise
in growing churches of Christ,

have wrung their hands and
wailed over the supposed

impending demise of churches of
Christ because of their allegedly
antiquated doctrinal views and

their out of sync worship
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practices which the current
generation will not accept in any

significant number. And this
spells the end of church growth

and the ultimate placing of
churches of Christ in the dustbin
of history.” William Woodson, SS, 10/2000
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“What is known as the ‘Church
Growth Movement’ was the

creation of C. Peter Wagner and
John Wimber at Fuller Seminary

in California during the 1970s
and 1980s.
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It is also termed the ‘Vineyard
Movement,’ the ‘Signs and

Wonders Movement’ and ‘The
Third Wave.’ It vigorously seeks

entrance into unsuspecting
groups under the guise of

helping them in church growth.
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While there are varying degrees
of “growth at any cost” programs

and promoters, some are very
closely aligned with the

community church movement
and others have gone so far as to

adopt the charismatic agenda.



CHARISMATIC DOCTRINE
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1) Holy Spirit baptism at
conversion.
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2) Manifestations  of the Holy Spirit,
including the  acceptance of

tongues (glossolalia), miraculous
healings, casting out demons,
words of prophecy, and even

some claims of raising the dead.
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“In various places among us,
brethren are engaged in a
struggle for the soul of the

church. In the name of church
growth and with an agenda more

or less hidden in all but its



CHURCH GROWTH

101

fringes, men who have embraced
pentecostal and charismatic

doctrines are promoting false
doctrine as the way to grow the

church.”
IBID
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“Revive the worship services with
‘fresh breezes of the Holy Spirit,’

welcome into fellowship
denominational preachers and

members, lay aside such
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barriers to church unity and
growth as opposing instrumental

music in worship and insisting
that baptism is necessary to

salvation, apologize for hindering
or preventing true unity and



THEIR SOLUTION

104

peaceful Christian service with
Christian Churches, and other

denominational groups, and
churches of Christ will grow and
bloom like a well watered rose in

a barren desert.”
William Woodson, SS, 10/2000
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“Ministry has married marketing
philosophy and this is the

monstrous offspring. It is a studied
effort to change the way the world

perceives the church. Church
ministry is being completely

revamped in an attempt to make it
more appealing to unbelievers.
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To provide non-Christians with an
agreeable, inoffensive

environment. Give them freedom,
tolerance, and anonymity. Always
be positive and benevolent. If you
must have a sermon, keep it brief
and amusing. Don’t be preachy or



John MacArthur
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authoritative. Above all, keep
everyone entertained. Churches

following this pattern will see
numerical growth, we’re assured;
those that ignore it are doomed to

decline. The whole point is to make
the church ‘user-friendly.’”

Ashamed of the Gospel, pp-45-46



109

HOW MUCH SHOULD WE, OR
CAN WE, COMPROMISE

DOCTRINE ORDER TO HAVE
FELLOWSHIP WITH
DENOMINATIONS?



Rom. 14:
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23 “… and everything that
does not come from faith is

sin.” (NIV)



111

WHAT HAVE WE GAINED IF
WE COMPROMISE OR

NEGLECT THE TRUTH OF
THE GOSPEL IN ORDER TO

HAVE GREATER NUMBERS?
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HOW DOES ONE MEASURE
THE SUCCESS OF A
CONGREGATION?
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REMEMBER THE OLD
MOTTO:

“SAVE ‘EM AND KEEP ‘EM
SAVED.”
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HOW FAR CAN ONE
DEVIATE FROM THE WORD

AND STILL BE SAVED?
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IS WORSHIPPING IN SPIRIT
AND TRUTH AND

IMMERSION FOR THE
REMISSION OF SINS

IMPORTANT?

(Eph. 5:19, Col. 3:16, Jn. 4:24, Ac. 2:38, etc.)
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“To be sure, we must not and
should not be suspicious of every
person academically or otherwise
trained in and pleading for church
growth. There are Bible principles
of church growth we should apply
with zeal and enthusiasm. And we
should appreciate those who have
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and still do loyally follow the
teaching of Scripture and

stimulate and encourage us to
greater church growth. But a

Pentecostal-based or
denominational-based proposal

and plan for church growth should
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be recognized by elders and
preachers and members for what

it is- and refused before its inroads
generate dissention and ultimately

division in otherwise united and
active churches. The task is often
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unpleasant, and efforts require
courage and conviction, but it is

necessary and right to uphold the
difference between genuine and

counterfeit efforts to promote
church growth.”

SS, 10/2000
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We don’t want to tar all
organizations with the same brush.
There are some  out there that are
trying to assist churches without

giving away the store. One such is
the Center for Church Growth in

Houston, Texas.
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WHICH IS BETTER, OLD OR NEW?
Dale Sadler, Church Growth, Fourth Quarter, 2008
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“How church work should be done
can be conceived in at least two

different ways; from banners that
read ‘Old-Time Tent Meeting’ to
animated marquees that flash
‘New and Improved Worship

Service.’
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Churches work to meet spiritual
needs in different ways. Some
believe that what is old is best

because twenty years ago their
attendance was double. On the

other side of the spectrum, some
congregations believe they must
change in order to reach the lost.
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Amos 5:19 says, ‘It will be as
though a man fled from a lion only

to meet a bear, as though he
entered his house and rested his

hand on the wall only to have a
snake bite him.’
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May we not swing too far to the old
or to the new, but see the lost

through the eyes of a loving Savior
so that they may be saved from a

dying world. Otherwise, if we leave
the old for the new, or vice versa,

we may be fleeing a lion only to
meet a bear.”
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“Just because something is new
doesn’t mean that it is better. This

concept is as irrational as the
thinking that says, ‘It’s the way we

have always done it.’



WHICH IS BETTER, OLD OR NEW?
Dale Sadler, Church Growth, Fourth Quarter, 2008

127

Bible School, Bible-based sermons,
and familiar songs are main stays
of church work and should not be

written off simply because they
seem to be old. Christians need to

love the Word and they can only
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do this through consistent Bible
study. Preachers need to speak on

more than what is popular and
their lessons must have substance

it they are expected to really
change lives. Finally, many ‘old’
songs are beautiful and teach a

great deal.”
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“Faith is the one great
moving force which we
can neither weigh in the

balance or test in the
crucible.”
Sir William Osler


