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SUMMARY

“And so, by 1906, the work of 

division had taken its full course. 

The ‘Christian Churches’ or 
‘Disciples of Christ,’ as they 

preferred to be called, took their 

instruments and their missionary 

society and walked a new course. 
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SUMMARY

The battles had been long, 

treacherous, costly and bitter. 

Many brethren, still licking their 

wounds, looked to the future to 

start all over again.”
West, p-448 
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BURNETT’S BUDGET 1895
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“This Budget becomes more and 

more convinced every day that it 

will become necessary to establish 

churches of the apostolic order in 

every town in the state where the 

so-called ‘Christian Church’ now 

holds sway. The lawless 

determination of the society and



BURNETT’S BUDGET 1895
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organ people to rule or ruin every 

church with which they have 

connection, and either put in the 

unscriptural thing, or put out the 

brethren who oppose them, makes 

this plainly evident. The loyal need 

not waste any valuable time 

waiting for a reformation, for there



BURNETT’S BUDGET 1895
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is none in prospect. Ephraim is 

joined to his idols, and he would 

rather have his society and music 

idol than any kind of Christian 

union known to the Bible. 

Brethren, proceed to re-establish 

the ancient order of things, just as 

if there had never been a Church
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of Christ in your town. Gather all 

the brethren together who love the 

Bible order better than modern 

fads and foolishness, and start the 

work and worship of the church in 

the old apostolic way. Do not go to 

law over church property. It is 

better to suffer wrong than to do 

wrong. Build a cheap and 
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comfortable chapel and improve it 

when you are able. It is better to 

have one dozen true disciples in a 

cheap house than a thousand 

apostate pretenders in a palace 

who love modern innovations 

better than Bible truth. The battles 

of this reformation have yet to be 

fought.” T.R. Burnett, Dallas TX 
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“Since the churches were locally 

governed, it was impossible for 

them to act in any concerted effort 

by any authoritative convention. 

The problem of what to do about 

those who were adding these 

innovations had to narrow it self 

down to action of individuals and 

of single congregations.”
West, p-437
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F.D. SRYGLEY 1896  

“How shall one religious body 

distinguish itself in literature from 

other religious bodies without 

either using an unscriptural term, 

or using a scriptural term 

unscripturally? The thing cannot 

be done. 
20



F.D. SRYGLEY 1896  

And all for the reason that the 

divisions that make the 

distinguishing names necessary 

are themselves unscriptural. But 

we have these divisions, and while 

they exist we must find some terms 

that distinguish them.” West, p-445
21



NAMES

Since division had taken place, a 

controversy arose on “what name 
shall we wear?” The more liberal 

element favored the name, 

“Disciples of Christ,” because 

they thought Alexander Campbell 

had favored that name. (denied by 
Richardson). 
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NAMES

The more conservatives favored the 

name “church of Christ.” (Rom. 16:16)

The term, Christian Church, which 
originated through the influence of  

Barton W. Stone and by which 

many congregations had identified 

themselves, fell out of favor 

temporarily until 1927.
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CUSTOM OR COMMAND?

27

1) Foot washing? (Jno. 13:1-17)

2) “Holy Kiss?” (Rom. 16:16)

3) Modest dress? (1 Tim. 2:9-10)

4) Lifting up holy hands. (1 Tim. 2:8)

5) Heads covered? (1 Cor. 11:4-16)

6) Silent in church? (1 Cor. 14:34-35,              
1 Tim. 2:12)
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CUSTOM OR COMMAND?
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CUSTOM OR COMMAND?
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1 Pet. 3: (NIV)
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1 Wives, in the same way be 

submissive to your husbands so 

that, if any of them do not believe 

the word, they may be won over 

without talk by the behavior of 

their wives, 2 when they see the 

purity and reverence of your lives.



1 Pet. 3: (NIV)
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3 Your beauty should not come from 

outward adornment, such as 

braided hair and the wearing of 

gold jewelry and fine clothes.            

4 Instead, it should be that of your 

inner self, the unfading beauty of a 

gentle and quiet spirit, which is of 

great worth in God’s sight.



1 Pet. 3: (NIV)

38

5 For this is the way the holy women 

of the past who put their hope in 

God used to make themselves 

beautiful. They were submissive to 

their own husbands, 6 like Sarah, 

who obeyed Abraham and called 

him her master. You are her 

daughters if you do what is right 

and do not give way to fear.



1 Pet. 3: (NIV)

39

7 Husbands, in the same way be 

considerate as you live with your 

wives, and treat them with respect 

as the weaker partner and as heirs 

with you of the gracious gift of life, 

so that nothing will hinder your 

prayers.
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CUSTOM OR COMMAND?
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1 Tim. 2:8 
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I want men everywhere to lift up 

holy hands in prayer, without 

anger or disputing. (NIV)

“…lifting up holy hands with no 

anger in their hearts and no 

doubts in their minds.” Barclay
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CUSTOM OR COMMAND?
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1 Cor. 11: (NIV)
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“3 Now I want you to realize that the 

head of every man is Christ, and 

the head of woman is man, and the 

head of Christ is God. 4 Every man 

who prays or prophesies with his 

head covered dishonors his head. 



1 Cor. 11: (NIV)
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5 And every woman who prays or 

prophesies with her head 

uncovered dishonors her head- it 

is just as though her head were 

shaved. 6 If a woman does not 

cover her head, she should have 

her hair cut off; and if it is a



1 Cor. 11: (NIV)
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disgrace for a woman to have her 

hair cut or shaved off, she should 

cover her head. 7 A man ought not 

to cover his head, since he is the 

image and glory of God; but the 

woman is the glory of man. 8 For 

man did not come from 
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woman, but woman from man;           

9 neither was man created for 

woman, but woman for man.            

10 For this reason, and because of 

the angels, the woman ought to 

have a sign of authority on her 

head.



1 Cor. 11: (NIV)
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11 In the Lord, however, woman is 

not independent of man, nor is 

man independent of woman.              

12 For as woman came from man, 

so also man is born of woman. But 

everything comes from God.



1 Cor. 11: (NIV)

56

13 Judge for yourselves: Is it 

proper for a woman to pray to God 

with her head uncovered? 14 Does 

not the very nature of things teach 

you that if a man has long hair, it is 

disgrace to him, 



1 Cor. 11: (NIV)

57

15 but if a woman has long hair, it 

is her glory? For long hair is given 

to her as a covering. 16 If anyone 

wants to be contentious about this, 

we have no other practice- nor do 

the churches of God.
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CUSTOM OR COMMAND?
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PROBLEMS

72

In 1907, social issues arose in 

which Christian women took 

special interest. Foremost among 

them was the Woman Suffrage 

Movement. Women wrote articles 

to the Gospel Advocate often 

disagreeing with the Advocate’s 

view of the place of women.
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“Leaders of the movement said 

they could not accept the Bible as 

divinely inspired because it 

‘features the male sex as 
everything almost to the exclusion 
of the female.’ Mrs. Laura B. Fixon 

wrote, ‘Man has usurped 
everything in religion as well as 
everything else.’” West, Vol.III, p-7



Mrs. Laura B. Fixon
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“She pointed out that in the Bible, 

God is represented as a man, 

Christ as a man, apostles were all 

men and even the angels of 

heaven were all men. She 

concluded ‘Suffragettes cannot 

accept the Bible literally as a 

divine inspiration. We must see



Mrs. Laura B. Fixon
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that it is written at a time when 

women were their chattels. The 

position given women in the Bible 

has kept them from their rights as 

equals of man. The Bible needs 

revision. It is not up to date.’”
West, p-7



Mrs. Laura B. Fixon, 1907
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“The position given women in the 

Bible has kept them from their 

rights as equals of men. The Bible 

needs revision. It is not up to 

date.”
West, Search for the Ancient Order, Vol. 3, p-7
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1 Tim. 2: (NIV)
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9 I also want women to dress 

modestly, with decency and 

propriety, not with braided hair or 

gold or pearls or expensive 

clothes, 10 but with good deeds, 

appropriate for women who 

profess to worship God.
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79

11 A woman should learn in 

quietness and full submission.       

12 I do not permit a woman to 

teach or to have authority over a 

man; she must be silent. 13 For 

Adam was formed first, then Eve. 
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14 And Adam was not the one 

deceived; it was the woman who 

was deceived and became a 

sinner. 15 But women will be kept 

safe through childbirth, if they 

continue in faith, love and holiness 

with propriety.



1 Cor. 14: (NIV)
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33 For God is not a God of 

disorder but of peace. As in all the 

congregations of the saints,          

34 women should remain silent in 

the churches. They are not 

allowed to speak, but must be in 

submission, as the Law says.



1 Cor. 14: (NIV)
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35 If they want to inquire about 

something, they should ask their 

own husbands at home; for it is 

disgraceful for a woman to speak 

in the church. 



Eph. 5: (NIV)
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22 Wives, submit to your husbands 

as to the Lord. 23 For the husband 

is the head of the wife as Christ is 

the head of the church, his body, 

of which he is the Savior. 24 Now 

as the church submits to Christ, so 

also wives should submit to their 

husbands in everything.



Eph. 5: (NIV)

84

25 Husbands, love your wives just 

as Christ loved the church and 

gave himself up for her 26 to make 

her holy, cleansing her by washing 

with water through the word,         

27 and to present her to himself as 

a radiant church, without stain or 

wrinkle or any other blemish,
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but holy and blameless. 28 In this 

same way, husbands ought to love 

their wives as their own bodies. He 

who loves his wife loves himself. 

29 After all, no one ever hated his 

own body, but he feeds and cares 

for it, just as Christ does the 

church-
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30 for we are members of his body. 

31 For this reason a man should 

leave his father and mother and be 

united to his wife, and the two will 

become one flesh. 32 This is a 

profound mystery- but I am talking 

about Christ and the church. 



Eph. 5: (NIV)
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33 However, each one of you must 

love his wife as he loves himself, 

and the wife must respect her 

husband.



May Shelley 1913 
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“We were not made to fight; we 
were made to be fought for.”

She added that it was not necessary 

for women to get elected to office 

to look after their own interests. 

“What are men for, ornaments?”
West, p-8



89



Dave Miller, Spiritual Sword, 4/1994
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“As attitudes soften and biblical 

conviction weakens, Scripture is 

being reinterpreted to allow for 

expanded leadership roles for 

women in worship.



Dave Miller, Spiritual Sword, 4/1994
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Indeed, a massive restructuring of 

values and reorientation of moral 

and spiritual standards is taking 

place in American culture. The 

feminist agenda is one facet of this 

multifaceted effacement and 

erosion of biblical values.”
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CUSTOM OR COMMAND?
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While we believe foot washing,

greeting each other with a kiss,

lifting up hands in prayer, and 

women wearing head coverings in 

the assembly are all classified as 

customs of that day and time, we 

do not practice them today. 
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However, we believe women not 

speaking nor taking an 

authoritative role in the worship 

assembly is categorized under 

commands that must be obeyed 

even today. Therefore, our women 

practice tact and decorum in our 

assemblies.  



CUSTOM OR COMMAND?
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We need to remember that the 

apostle’s teaching was not to be 

confined to a special set of 

circumstances in Corinth. The 

epistle was not only to the church 

at Corinth but also to “all that call 
upon the name of the Lord Jesus in 

every place.” (1:2)



WAYNE JACKSON
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“There is a revolt underway in the 

church of Christ as we enter the 

twenty-first century. Many are 

feverishly working to throw off 

biblical authority, and to write a 

new constitution for the Christian 

religion.”
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While we are on this subject of 

whether custom or command, in 

1976, Presbyterian scholar Robert 

C. Sproul, delivered a paper on the 

“New Hermeneutic,” or the 

historical method of interpreting 

Scripture. Bill Swetman, a gospel 

preacher, wrote about this in 1989. 



Roy Lanier, Jr.
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“‘Hermeneutics’ simply means 

interpretation. When one speaks of 

‘hermeneutics’ in the framework of 

Bible study, it refers to the science 

of understanding and interpreting 

the Scriptures. 



Roy Lanier, Jr.
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The ‘New Hermeneutic(s)’

assumes that the method used by 

brethren in previous years are 

inadequate and inaccurate.”
Spiritual Sword, 4/1994



BILL SWETMAN
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“The historical method of 

hermeneutics approaches the 

scripture with the understanding 

that the text was written in another 

period and from within a culture 

different from Western civilization. 

Instead of asking, 
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‘What is the meaning of the text for 

me today?’ the historical method 

asks, ‘What is the meaning of the 

text to those who first read it?’ The 

history and culture behind the text 

are what determines the real 

meaning.”Image, 7/1989
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In spite of what these writers 

claim, we have always interpreted 

Scripture using context, culture 

grammar and circumstance. 

Remember: Who wrote it? To 

whom? For what purpose? Past 

and Present Application?
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“One of the primary motives with 

some of our brethren, in their 

quest to release the modern 

church from the oppressive 

shackles of first-century culture, is 

the liberation of women to assume 

a more dominant role in the public 

life of the church.
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WAYNE JACKSON
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There is truly a feminist revolution 

in the making. Some are aiming for 

women worship-leaders, lady 

preachers, and yes, even female 

elders. Was Paul’s instruction 

regarding the limited sphere of 

women’s public teaching role 

culturally oriented?
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110



CUSTOM OR COMMAND?
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1) Some argue that immersion in 

water was a cultural phenomenon 

of the ceremonial washings of the 

Jews and therefore not binding 

today.
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Baptism is for the “remission of 
sins.” (Acts 2:38) The need for 

forgiveness of sins is both 

universal and perpetual. The 

figurative “burial” (Rom. 6:3-7) 

emphasizes Jesus' role in his 

death, burial, and resurrection. 
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2) Some contend that the original 

elements of the Lord’s Supper-

unleavened bread and fruit of the 

vine- are mere relics of the 

Passover celebration and we 

should choose more meaningful 

modern items like coffee and 

donuts with good conversation.
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Paul wrote, “..as often as you eat 

this bread, and drink this cup, you 

proclaim the Lord’s death till he 

comes again.” (1 Cor. 11:26) It is clear 

the apostle intended that the 

bread and fruit of the vine should 

be retained as symbols until the 

return of Christ.
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“You can’t sell real 

estate without a 

license.”

“I knew I wasn’t selling 

any, I just didn’t know 

the reason why.”


