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Jesus instructs Apostles.



“…wait in Jerusalem…”

(Acts 1:4)



“…as tongues of fire…” (Acts 2:3)



The apostles speak

(Acts 2:4)



“…the crowd was amazed..”

(Acts 2:7)



“…3000 were baptized…”

(Acts 2:41)

































A plurality of elders in every 

church.





DEPARTURE

“The first departure from the New 

Testament principle was the 

distinction between “bishops” and 

“presbyters.”What we find in the 

second century enables us to infer 

that soon after the apostolic age 

the standing office of President



DEPARTURE

of the Presbytery must have been 

formed, which president, as 

having pre-eminent oversight over 

all, was designated by the special 

name of “Bishop” and thus 

distinguished from other 

presbyters. Klingman, P-11



DEPARTURE

Paul had written that the “mystery 
of iniquity” was already working      
(2 Thess. 2:7); to the Ephesian elders, 

that “even from your own selves”
will those arise who distort the 

truth (Acts 20:30); A good example-

Diotrephes who desired to have 

the pre-eminence (3 Jno.9).



Elevating one

to Bishop.





DEPARTURE

The territory over which a bishop 

ruled was called a diocese; a 

diocese often included a large 

portion of country over which it 

was impossible for one bishop to 

oversee. This called for the 

creation of a “Country Bishop.”



DEPARTURE 180-200 AD

Toward the close of the 2d century, 

we find the first trace of Synods 

and Councils. Delegates from 

different churches were called 

together to settle disputes and 

these meetings soon became 

legislative bodies.



DEPARTURE 150-180 AD

These councils, of which we do not 

find the smallest trace before the 

middle of this (second) century, 

changed the whole face of the 

church and gave it new form.”
Mosheim, p-41



DEPARTURE

“After the year 150, synods began 

to be called. The large city bishops 

were the men of greatest influence 

and in these meetings their 

prominence was increased.”
Mattox, p-109





Synods



DEPARTURE 325 AD

“As long as the church had been 

under persecution, the fine points 

of theology had not been a chief 

matter of concern. After the 

persecution ceased, the fine 

points of distinction came to the 

front and strong feelings 

developed over small differences.”
Mattox, p-128







Constantine, ruler of Rome, called 

the first general council to be held 

in the city of Nicaea in 325 AD. 

This council grew out of a conflict 

over the nature of Christ. 

Constantine, calling himself the 

bishop of bishops, sat as chairman 

of the council and paid the 

expenses of the delegates.





DEPARTURE

This elevation of certain 

individuals continued until 

the Metropolitans of the large 

cities in the Roman Empire 

were called “Patriarchs.”



DEPARTURE 588-606 AD

This brought about a confrontation 

of who was the most important and 

leader of the church. John the 

Faster, Patriarch of 

Constantinople, assumed the title 

of “Universal Bishop of the 

Church” in 588 AD.



DEPARTURE 588-606 AD

Boniface III, Patriarch of Rome, had 

this title transferred from John the 

Faster to himself in 606 AD. There 

were many departures from the 

faith in order to go from the simple 

organization of the 1st century 

church to the Roman church of 

606 AD.











DEPARTURE

“By 150 there is evidence of a 

distinction between those who 

served as ministers and the rest of 

the congregation. As this 

distinction grew, the ‘clergy’

patterned itself after the Jewish 

priesthood. The bishop took the 

position of high priest.” Mattox, p-111





DEPARTURE

MILLENNIALISM

This doctrine appeared early in the 

second century and has 

reappeared many times since. It 

probably originated in Judaism 

because they were expecting a 

temporal Messiah.



DEPARTURE

MILLENNIALISM

Millennial ideas are found in the 

apocryphal books; the Epistle of 

Barnabas, the Shepherd of 

Hermas, and the Second Epistle of 

Clement. Now it surfaces about 

every 25 years.



DEPARTURE

MILLENNIALISM

Scriptures such as Revelation 20 

that spoke of the 1,000 year reign 

were manipulated to portray a 

complex physical reign by Christ 

on earth. Individuals added many 

facets to the story.



INTERPRETATION

MILLENNIALISM

Jesus described the church and 

kingdom as the same (Matt. 16:18-19); 

Christ is head of the church/ 

kingdom (Eph. 5:23); church 

established (Acts 2:47); kingdom in 

existence (Col. 1:13). 



INTERPRETATION

MILLENNIALISM 

We interpret the “1,000 year 

reign” of (Rev. 20:1-6) as 

figurative language depicting 

the Christian dispensation.



Bluebird



DEPARTURE ORIGINAL SIN

“Tertullian (160-220) is the first to 

formulate the doctrine of original 

sin. He taught that the soul shares 

in Adam’s guilt and every man 

therefore is under condemnation 

and is punishable for his inherited 

guilt quite apart from any actual



DEPARTURE ORIGINAL SIN

sin he may commit. Cyprian, while 

bishop of Carthage (248-258), 

enlarged upon Tertullian’s 

conception and declared that even 

though an infant had committed no 

actual sin it needed forgiveness 

for the sin inherited from Adam



DEPARTURE ORIGINAL SIN

and this was received in baptism. 

He was the first to approve infant 

baptism. The doctrine of original 

sin, however, was not generally 

accepted at this time and 

accordingly infant baptism did not 

become common practice until 

later.” Mattox, p-117-118





DEPARTURE

REGENERATION

“This was the idea that since 

baptism removed one’s sins, there 

was no additional remedy for those 

sins committed after baptism and 

baptism could not be repeated. 

Tertullian was an outspoken 

advocate of this idea and it was so 



DEPARTURE

REGENERATION 

commonly accepted that many 

people put off their baptism until 

old age. Constantine is the 

outstanding example of this. He 

delayed his baptism until shortly 

before his death so that it would 

cover all his sin. Mattox, p-119



INTREPRETATION

Jesus stated in Matt. 18:2-6, that 

little children were the ones that 

make up the kingdom. He also said 

that for those who caused one of 

these little ones to sin, the 

punishment would be dreadful. 

This obviously implies that 

children are sinless. (new converts)



INTERPRETATION

Consider the example of Simon 

the magician in Acts 8:. He was 

immersed (8:13), but his attitude 

caused him to sin and he was told 

to “repent and pray” that he be 
forgiven. (8:21-22) 



INTERPRETATION

The apostle John, writing to 

Christians, in 1 Jno. 1:8 If we say 

we have no sin, we are deceiving 

ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, He is 

faithful and righteous to forgive us 

our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness.



Bunting









DEPARTURE

TRANSUBSTANIATION

“As the influence of pagan religions 

began to effect the church, the 

Lord’s supper became a ceremony 

of pomp and ritualism. Gold and 

silver vessels came into use, and 

as in the cult ministries, all who 

were not members were excluded 



DEPARTURE

TRANSUBSTANIATION

from the service. As time passed 

the elements took on a 

superstitious nature and became 

the “Medicine of Immorality.” As 

the elements took on magical 

powers they began to be 

administered just before death



DEPARTURE

TRANSUBSTANIATION

to remove sin. With the growing 

idea that ministers were priests, 

we see how the simple memorial 

service of the New Testament 

became the mass of medieval 

Catholicism.” Mattox, p-120



INTERPRETATION

Because of the language of John 

6:53, Then Jesus said to them, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 

you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 

and drink his blood, you have no 

life in yourselves,” the early 

Christians were falsely accused of 

cannibalism. 



INTERPRETATION

The elements present at the 

“supper”; the lamb, unleavened 
bread, and bitter herbs. (Num. 9:11) 

Jesus said the “fruit of the vine”
(Matt. 26:29) was his “blood.” (Matt. 26:28)

Symbolic representation.





DEPARTURE
CELIBACY

“During the first three centuries 

there was no general rule against 

the right of marriage for ministers. 

It was the general practice. The 

pressure toward celibacy came 

from the common people who 

believed that demons could more 

easily control a married man.” Fisher



INTERPRETATION

CELIBACY

This had been predicted by the 

apostle Paul when he wrote to 

Timothy that, “They forbid people 
to marry “ (1 Tim. 4:3), and he said 

that,“such teaching come through 
hypocritical liars.” (1 Tim. 4:2)



DEPARTURE 380-540 AD

Monasticism grew up in the west 

much more slowly than it did in the 

east. It found zealous advocates in 

Jerome, Ambrose, and Augustine. 

Early in the fifth century, John 

Cassian, who came from the east, 

founded a cloister at Marseilles. In 

the same century, monasticism



DEPARTURE 380-540 AD

appeared in other parts of Gaul, 

and in Britain and Ireland. Of all 

these settlements the noblest and 

most beneficial was the Scottish 

cloister on the island of Iona.”
Fisher, p-114



MONASTICISM 380-540 AD

There were many, even in this 

period, who objected to the 

monastic life. They asserted that 

Christians who fled to the desert 

or the cloister were lost to the 

world.” Fisher, p-115







DEPARTURE 380-1000 AD

PURGATORY

JUSTIFICATION- 1) Every sin, 

however slight, must be punished; 

2) some sins are too small to 

deserve eternal punishment;          

3) few people depart this life 

entirely free from sin;



DEPARTURE 380-1000 AD

PURGATORY

JUSTIFICATION- 4) few will escape 

without suffering some after death; 

therefore, there must be some 

third place of punishment.                

(2 Macc.12:43-46) 



BACKGROUND
Judas Maccabeus led his guerilla 

army against the army of the 

governor of Idumea. In the ensuing 

victory, a few of the Jews were 

slain. Upon examination, every 

dead Jew was wearing an amulet 

sacred to the god Jammnia. This 

was strictly forbidden.



2 Macc. 12:

43 He (Judas) took up a collection 

among all his soldiers, amounting 

to two thousand silver drachmas, 

which he sent to Jerusalem to 

provide for an expiatory sacrifice. 

In doing this he acted in a very 

excellent and noble way, inasmuch



2 Macc. 12:

as he had the resurrection of the 

dead in view, 44 for if he were not 

expecting the fallen to rise again, it 

would have been useless and 

foolish to pray for them in death. 

45 But if he did this with a view to 

the splendid reward that awaits



2 Macc. 12:

those who had gone to rest in 

godliness, it was a holy and pious 

thought. 46 Thus he made 

atonement for the dead that they 

might be freed from this sin.
New American Bible



DESCRIPTION

“When we depart this life, if we take 

with us virtues or vices, shall we 

receive reward for our virtues, and 

shall those trespasses be forgiven 

to us which we knowingly 

committed; or shall we be 

punished for our faults, and not 

receive the reward for our virtues?



DESCRIPTION

Neither is true; because we shall 

suffer for our sins and receive the 

reward for our virtues… It remains 

then, that you be committed to the 

fire, which shall consume the light 

materials; for our God, to those 

who can comprehend heavenly 

things, is called a consuming fire. 



DESCRIPTION

But the fire consumes not the 

creature, but what the creature 

has himself built- wood, and hay, 

and stubble. (1 Cor. 3:10-15) Then, in 

the first place, the fire destroys the 

wood of our transgressions, and 

then returns to us the reward of 

our good works.”



DESCRIPTION

“The rust of sin is the impediment, 

and this the fire continually 

consumes, so that the soul in this 

state is continually opening itself 

to admit the divine communication. 

As a covered surface can never 

reflect the sun, not through any



DESCRIPTION

defect in that orb, but simply from 

the resistance offered by the 

covering, so, as the covering be 

gradually removed, the surface 

will by little and little be opened to 

the sun and will more and more 

reflect its light.



DESCRIPTION

So it is with the rust of sin, which is 

the covering of the soul. In 

Purgatory the flames incessantly 

consume it, and as it disappears 

the soul reflects more and more 

perfectly the true sun, who is 

God.” Purgatory, p-24, 25, 29



INTERPRETATION

In 1 Cor. 3:10-15, the apostle Paul 

is writing about the work of 

evangelists and those they 

convert.  In their Christian lives, 

some converts will turn out to be 

pure gold. Others will not make the 

effort and their spiritual 

development would be likened to 

wood, straw, etc..



INTERPRETATION

However, 2 Cor. 3:18 speaks of a 

purging, but doing so in this life.

“And we, who with unveiled faces all 
reflect the lord’s glory, are being 
transformed into his likeness with 

ever-increasing glory, which 
comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit.” (Heb.9:27 “after death”)









PERSECUTION


















